EAKARAT 4 IM 

The Author's diftance from the Preſs bath © ; | 
occaſioned ſome Miſtakes , which the knd * | 
Reader « deſired to Corrett, Al 


tle Page, read *Ayagoy , net Ay anger. Pig. $6 

l, 1, , Praiices, p. 19.1. 11. ' God for end. 

p.21. 1.7. 1.18 "r_ny enough. p. 27. 1.7. r. con-. 

; "tended. p. 40. |. 3. dele6. p. $8. |, 27. for have, 

r. heart. p. 61. in Marg, for Wer, r. Wyvel. p 62. 

_J, 26. for alone, r. along. p. 63. |. 5. for to, r. by, 

| Pp. 86.1. 7, dele In. P. 87. \f 2, dele by. ol. Mrg. 

for Halab, r. Habak, p. 94. 1. 7. r. tis.an- p- 95. 

"1,8, fr. An Earn;ft. and |. 20. r. Give-and forgive, 

\ ©. Þ- 96.1. 19, for ative, r. alive. p. 163, 1, 28. r. in- 

= 4 ble Grace. P. 199, l. 22. 23 r. of, and dele and; 

P- 118. |, 22. for Omne Cops, r.;cum E Corpo, s, 
), 122.1. 18. for Diviners, r. Divr were. p. 129. | 
1. 16. for Furs, ft. Funus, atnd1. 18, r, manſuert, . 

P- 130. |. 11. for fides, r. fide. 
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| 14. But when Jeſus ſaw it, he was much diſpliaſed,and | 
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BAPTISM 


F 
 INFANIS 
Vindicated by Scriptures| 


and Reaſons. 


Humbly ered in Order to a Cofn- 
poſureof Differences at this JunEture 
', of Time. 


By Nath. Taylor, M. A. 
Mark 10. 13. And they brought young Children t1, him, 
that he ſhould touch them; and his Diſciples rebuked 
thoſe that brought them. 


q 


ſaid unto them, ſuffer the little Children ts come amto 
me, and forbid them not, for of ſach is the Kingdom of 
God. | 

16. Verily I ſay unto you, whoſcever ſhall not receive 
the Kingdom of God as a Little Child, he ſhall not 
enter therein, 

16. And he toch them up in his Arms, put bis Hands 
upon them, and Bleſſed them. 


London, Printed for Richard Butler next door tothe ; 


Lamb and Three Bowls in Barbican, 3683. | 
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To m Diſſentiog Brethren, the 
nabaptiſts in England, 


A perte& underſtanding in all 
things. 


HE Grand concern of Chriſtianity, and 
rhe danger the Proteſtant Religion is ap- 
prehended to be in, by all its Profeſſors, 
may call for our ſeriqus Conſiderations, 
how imprudently we expoſe our ſelves to our Enc- 
mies by oup cauſeleſs Diviſions ; and how juſtly God 
( provoked by the Separations and Contentions a- 
_ our ſelves) may permit a Wolf to devour 
w ſcattered Sheep, of which Miſchief 1 would 
gladly hope your ſelves grow more ſenſible than for- 
meely ſome of that Party (and they of no ſmall note) 
having declared by Word, Writing, * and in Princ + 
| their inclinations to a oy rrp with our Churcb. 4am, 
An Union much to he ed, aid by theſe Pages p, 
| fincerely endeavoured for the ſole ends 6r vas 


Gr wavan x iſtle 

Glory, and the good of rhe Souls whoſe unhappi- it Bi 

neſs or Foll Sera] aint _=_ to mo 6 of the 
Your unhappiveſs in ſeparating from t rch, 

+ | the Puri of whoſe Doftrine your ſelves do nor de- we 

ny, unleſs chiefly in that one Article about Infant ” # T 

| Baptiſm; and thae hath nor been thought cauſe gu 2 

| cnough to ſeparate from us, by ſeveral, who with ,, © 

| your ſelves oppoſed Infant Baptiſm, but wrote a © 

gainſt you WI I 0G tha 
2 | 
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To my Diſſenting Brethren, 8. 


2 Tim. 3. that account, thereby hindring your ſelves from the 
Afdvantazes of a joynt Communion , atid expofing 
your ſelves to thoſe Judgments Sacred Writ denoun- | 
ccth againſt ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, 

Nor yet your, Fo'ly ( 1f you plcaſe to excuſe the 
word ) appear lefs upon an impartial enquiry what 
occaſions your dividing about Infant Baptiſm. It 
ſeems to he either abour the SubjeR to be Yovrized; 
or the Mode of Baptizing 3 for the Eſſence or Form 
of Baptiſm I may affirm”1s Pradtiſed by us more 
confonanrly to the Commiſſion of our Saviour given | 
ro his Apoſtles, In the Name of. the Father, Son, ap4 

Mat, 23, Holy Ghoſt, than by you,who give a Liberty ( in your 

I. Printed Articies) to Baptize In the Name of Chriſf 

| aloe : The Error of which I have endeavoured to 
manifeſt, | 

And as for the Subje& of Baptiſm, the great mi- 
ſtake between us about it, ſeems to ariſe from your 
not confjdering of, and diſtinguiſhing b: cween rhe 
ſtare of 'Chriſts Church when gathering ( in Cl 1 is 
and his Apoſtles days ) _ of jr no» githered, 
For though the Apoſtics could nor admit as Mems 
bers of Chriſt: Church, either the Jews, who Chu- 
Cified our Saviour, or the Heathen, who had not 
heard of Chriſt, without a, preceding Repentance 
and Profeſfion of Faith by thoſe Adult Perſons t9 
whom chey Preached : It being neceſſary they thould 
give a Teitimony of their Converſion to Chriſt, and 
believe on Chriſt, before they were Baptized into 
Chrift, or 21d as Members of his Cha:ch, ) Yet 
upon their Converſion, their Children alſo were re» 
ceived to Baptiſm, according to the will of God 
under the Law,the exrent of the Covenant. of Grace 
and other Arguments urged in this Trad. 

Ant accordingly our Church ( when Heathens or 
Jews are Converted, or when Parents profciling 
Chriſtianity, bring up their Children unbaptized ) 
dorh preſcrive an Inſtrufting of them, and a rc- 
qui. ing from” them” a Conteſſion of Faith, —_—_ 
s Locus, BO wy M4 | cy | 
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To my Diſſenting Brethren, &c. 
they be Baptized. But they being Baptized, our 
urch ( for the ſame Reaſons Gods Church of the 
Jews and Chriſtians cver did.) doth receive the Po- 
ſterity or Seed of ſuch Converts to Church-mem- 
herſhip and' Baptiſm; $o that by Chriſtian Modes 
ration ye may ſce your Error in Separating from a 
«op ig Baptizing Bclievers as well as you pretend 
to do, 
As to the Mode of Baptizing, I not a litrle ad- 
mire Men of ſuch Reaſon, as ſome of you arc 
ſhould ſo place rhe whole of Baptiſm ( a+ 1t mere 
in an external Mode and Circumſtance of its Ad- 
miniſtration, and that no where exprefled in Scrip- 
ture. As to cry up your Dipping for the (ole way 
of Baptizing, eſtecming ours no Bapriſm, becauſe 
not ſo performed, Nor can ſce what cauſe ye can 
modeſtly plead you have ro Scparare from our 
Church, which allows of Dipping or Spri»kling, as 
b:ing both the 1mport of rhe word Baptize, as will 
in duc rime be manifeſted. 

Theſe things conſidered, be plraſed to rake no- 
tice how uncharitably ye deal with us, in denying 
us ro be Members of Chriſts Church, or in a viſible 
way of Salvation, ſo as ye canvot hope we ſhall be 
ſaved, 1n the way we are in, thereby expoſing us in 
your preſent thoughts ro Satans Kingdom here, and 
his Infernal Regions hercafrer, from which, char the 

ood Lord wou'd deliver you and us, 1s my hearty 

rayer. And 1 hope your impartial and confide- 
rat: peruſal of whar 1s here offered, will more 1n- 
fluence your Chari'y towards us, whoſe Churches 
Prayers in her laſt Faſt, Deremb, 22. 1680. were for 
al our Unions here, and Glory hereafrer. 

Anq I aſſure you, nuthing 1s in theſe Pages writ- 
ten with the leaſt defign of Conrtroverfe, or with 
t1e leaſt prejudice againſt any of your Perſons : But 
ſ-rtouſly ro ſtate rhe Controverfie, and propoſe the 
Truth, with an earneſt - defire that we who all own Epheſ.4 
the ſame God of Peace, to be Members of the ſame 1. to 7. 
OY A 3 Chriſt, 


= _ — NEE Ih 
og To my Diſſenting Brethr en, &e. 
2 Cor. 13 Chriſt, the Prince of Peace,to be ated by the ſame | 
I, Spitir of Peace, to walk by the ſame Goſpel of 
Gal. s, Peace, and to enjoy the ſatne Heaven hereafter 
22, © Where we ſhall be at Peace together, may, if poſ- 
Heb. 12. ſible, be Unired here, that our Diviſions may nq 
14. longer rent the Church of Chriſt, to the great hin- 
3 Cor. 3, drance of the Converſion of both Few and Gentile, 
4s and the apparent expoſing our Church and State to 
: Ruine and Confuſion by the Fury of our Adverſe- 
ries, But that our unanimous Prayers may Depre- 
cate apprehended Judgments, and prevail for our |' 
continued enjoyment of Goſpel Mercies. Apd ma 
theſe Pages be in any reſpeG ſerviceable to t 
Ends, ſo God have the Glory, and his Church the 
Advantage, Ihaye my end, who am 


Thy Faithful Friend, | 


The PREFACE 
TO THE 


Pawdobaptiſt, 


Mongft the inany Parties our Church and Na- 
tion abounds with, the Anabaptiſts are not 
the leaſt conſiderable, who not only deny Infant 
Baptiſm, but proceed ſo far, as to Separate 
from owr Cormutnion on that unwarrantable ground ; nov 
cotitented with that, they ( as if aFed by Infallivility ) 
- cohfine the Church of Chriſt to their own People, denying 
our Miniſters to be either Members or Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and declaring our ſelves and our People to be in no viſible 
way to Salvation, which ſad expreſſion being datly whiſ- 
pered ints the Ears of the People committed to my Care, © 
did not 4 little difturb ſeveral of them, who thus were + 
_ ſeduced from our Church, And to add to my 'b 
trouble, one. of the chiefeſt of their Teachers gave.ind_ + a 
frequent Challenges to a Publick Diſputation, which I 
declining ( as not yet ſeeing any good to have been the 
iſſue of ſuch Diſputes) he and my Neighbours ſuppnſed my 
refuſing to diſpute,to proceed from my ſenſe of t [Agr ty 
the canſe,or from my inclination 50 their Opinion, 

Theſe and ſuch like things ( Chriſtian Reader ) oc- 
caſioned my endeavour to diſcharge my Fidelity to my 
Peoples Souls, and my own Conſcience, by Publichly 
Preaching on Infant Baptiſm, enquiring into its Neceſ- 
fity, as to Salvation and Church-memberſhip, in ord: r 
ty the ſatisfying my Peoples troubled minds. And then 
inquiring into the Form, Subje&, and Mode of Bajiijm, 


Is 


G 


| 


The Preface to the Paidobaptiſt. 


to Vindicate the Doftrine and Pra#tice of our Church, 
and. to. clear my ſelf of thoſe Aſperſions I -met with 
which being coampleated, I endeavoured to ſolve all thoſe 
ObjeAions I have yet met with from their Mouths or 
Writing s. | 

Which Sermons God was pleaſed to make ſo ſucteſsful, 
as to ſatisfie my Auditors, ſo that hitherto they have 
created me no more tfouble. And that Perſon who had 
ſo often Challenged me to Diſpute the Point, having a 
little private Diſcourſe with me, aſſured'me he would 
no more trouble me or my People, which Promiſe he hath 
bitherto kept, *and hath declared his defires, and ( as 
he ſaid) the inclination of the moſt Eminent of their 
Party, t9 a Compliance with our Church, to promote. 
which, I now there have been ſome endeavours. 

| Let then your Candyy, T humbly beg, excuſe me, if 
when God hath been pleaſed to make my Endeawvours In- 
ftrumental to the beeping my People and others from |] 

1a»ing from us, if nor to reduce ſome from them to our © 
Church. And if after IT have been ſometimes requeſted 
T7 expoſe my Thaights, T now at length ( finding thery 
inclinableneſs declared by word and writing, to a cloſure | 
with us ) humbly offer them, ſuch as they are ( after my 
ſubmitting them to my Dinceſan's Judgment ) to the Ser- 
vice of Gods Church, in promoting his Glory, and Peace, 
and Union in our days. 

' And may my ſincerity in this deſign obtain your Par- 
don for what may be amiſs in thu Tra, humbly devoted 
t1 the Service of every of your Souls, by one who daily 
Prays for, and by all end?avours labours to promote the 
good of our Church and State, it ſha'l ever Oblige 


Yours in the Service of 


God and Souls. 


Baprtiſng 
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INFANTS 
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Baptiſm of Infants Vindicated. 
of both Jews and Gentiles, did while he 
was on Earth Commifhonate his obrac 
ro Teach, or hy le all Natio 


quaintin bn the Rud 
his Goſpe Pye th 52 
ception of 


Church 4" as x" " Ohies ſion ne rl 
Law) ſo by Baptiſm under the Goſpel 
which in the words premiſed is Ned 
dn 
Mt. Agto its Fofn, In the Name,Hf- i 
Father, Son, and Holy Gholt. 
2. As to its Subjett, mire 8 th All 
Narions. | 
3. As to its manner of Performance, 
BarlGorry, Baptizing them. - - 
Before 1 come to the Conſideration 


oa parrs of che Text, J ſhall premiſe this 
ny a> Eaquiry, with is Solon. A 
far Senn abev 4a ery «6 to Sat- 


3 and Chur : wht | 


o_ .Confider 3 *. Regairely. 


oj 
wk ſhall afſerr, that this Bagrien of of 
Warez i is not abſolutely wt coke 
vation, {o as that it is impoſhbl 
ſon to be ſaved who « nockaycired 


Propoſition I ſhall chus pro 6 
1..Becauſe the Chilienof A, 
the Pong ( ro whom Circumcilion - was as 


m is, or can be 
ro 


{triMly enjoyned, as Bapril 
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Baptiſm of Tyfanic Vindicated, 2 


| t9'us) were Forty Years without its Pra- 


ticez- they being not Circumciſed all the 


time of their ſojourning in the Wilder- 


neſs, leſt their ſorenelsthereby occaſioned, 

might hinder ther, in their Travel to- jg, _ 
entertain in, Tr that they who dycd in 
he-Wildernels 'uncitcumciſed were all 
Damned. EE INE 

| 2; Salvation it no plate of Scripture 15 


| abnexed ro Bapriſm, bur rothe «tens 


whoſe Tenor, is nor, Bc Baptized , and 
how ſhalt be Saved, btit Believe, and thou 
ſhale be Sayed : Not was Chrift given , 


9,4hd PleMied by the Anabapri 


thay all who- were Baptized,” might have 
Bernal Life, bit thar all who Believe on John 4 


bir. + As for that place ObjcAed' againſt '*: ; 


Infants = 5 per and to as ſnbjedsra- 
pable 6f Baptiſm; or clſc exclude them as 
Utibelieyers,” and render them, as Perſons 
liable ro Damnation, according ro. their 
owr Argumentarion ; whith if chey<tvaile 
y, aying, they who are capable of * be- 
xving,-do belicyc, and atc Bapriz% ſhall 


be faved?” T oppoſe to this the Praftice of 94" f-" 


wir Cfigech , which requires aftual Pro- 59 
*fon- 0 Faith of all Perſons who are ca- b bd 
nble of doing it; and have beer brovghr ©?" 
wp wnbaprized. And again, this Texr 
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Baptiſm of Infants Vindicated, 


when it reſpeQs Damnation , doth ng 
ar As it aith not, He who 
not Baptized ſha I1 be Damned z but k 
that bel cveth not. Salyation is annexe 
w Faith, and poem. is the Puniſh 
ment of Unbeliet. iſm Sw, v 
not abſolutel collar Þ to Salyation ug 
its wantabſolutcly expoſing Souls to I 
nation. 

3. This would be to tye God to means 
and to make it in Mans Power to Saye o 
Damn whom he pleaſed : For if it be i i 
poſſible any ſhould be ſaved without Bap 
tiſm, then would it follow that it is Bay 
tim more than Gods free Grace that 
faves, and thar it isin the Power of the Mi 
niſter by Baptiſm to ſave whom he pleals 
and by denying it, to damn wham he w 
Yeat os nies m_ »poſt 
to confer nt x Opere Operato, w 
Aſenion detradts from Gods Glory Ky, « 
», plots eur ny hee exo 

nay y brought to re | 
on a Creatures Baptiſm chan forch rake 
Mercy for Salyation. 

4 Then all aiken , and og "nl 
dye urbaord' muſt be fi Suppob 
appertain to Chriſt, nor ppol 
him, which to believe of all 
dreadful, whom I cannot impleac 
in not keing Baptized, being nor fa. 
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Baptiſme of Infants Vindicated. 5 
of deſiring it. And thouph I cannor but 
think the Parent highly” to Offend in 
ſighting the Ordinance where it is to be 
obtained, yer cannot I ſuppoſe it to be b 
God imputed as a fin to the Child ſody- 
ing, for which he will damn it, which is 
the Genuine, though Diſmal Conſequence 
of that Poſirion, That Baptiſm is abſo- 
htely neceſſary to Salvation. 
5. The Baptiſm contended for is but an 
fard fign of that inward Grace which Join 3. 
titles the Soul to Heaven, and to which 5 
lory is annexcd ; the ſign then cannot be 
Effential, as thatthey who have received 
the ings Ggitted, and inward Grace 
without Baptiſm ſhould ſtill be excluded | 
Heaven becauſe they are not Baptized: Afits 80. 
Which is as much asto aflert, that though 4”: 
aSoul ſhould partake of all Chriſts Bene- | 
fits to be beſtowed on a Worthy Commu- 
| nicant, yer unleſs he aftually Eat the Bread, l; 
and Drink the Wine, ' which arc che Ex- v6 
 temal Elements in the Lords Supp:r, and 
| Repreſentatives of thole inward Bench ts, 
yet he could nor be ſaved. A Theixs d-- | 
| ſeryedly ro be exploded, as nullifring fb": 3, 
Chriſts Merits to Idolize External things: 0T _ 
And our Church is clear againſt ir. Pg. 
6. By this Aſſertion it would follow . 
that many Thayſands of Chriſtians {1;all 
b: Damned, wha oy, and perhaps, more 
J C:rcum- 
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Baptiſm of Infants Vindicated. 
ciccumſpectly walk, in Obedience to C 
than we, in, and amongſt the Tyrky, 
Pug.ins, who probably by Reaſon of the 
Perfecuted Condition, ot the, hon-ſc 
ment of a Church and Ordinancesamatr 
them, arc, and {o dyc unbaptized. By 
how {ad this would be to a Chriſtians Ear, | 
[ lcave cvery one to judge. "i 

7. When ever Baptiſm 1s taken a F 
necetlary to Salvation in Scripture, t hath 
re{pe&t to the Taternal thing ſignified by,ji 

Joi 3- jo St. Fohn, hath chiefly relpe& ta. the 

y" Baptiſm of the Spirit, whats the Soul 
Regencrated and reduced to a. ſlate g 
Grace (nor can the Baptilm we conten 
about be there mcant, this being not Inff 
ruted till afcer our Saviours RelurreCtion 
which was ſome Years aftcr theſe: Wotds 
were ſpoken by our Saviour.) And thi 

1 Baptiſm of the Spirit is other where calle 

Fi Mix. 3 A Baptiſm by Fire, denoting the cleanſing. 

{, *%. and purifying Nature of the Graces of; the 

Holy Ghoſt, which purifics the Regeners 

red Soul fram its Corruption, and burns up 

irs drofſje Luſts. In compariſon of whic 

Baptiſm St. Fohn accounts. his of Wata 

(the Subje&t of our reſcnt Controverſie) | 

{Oo mean as only to me a .Rclation to it, i 


4 


| as Precedancous, not as Competitout. 
r » hc,1, Again, St. Pax/ joyns the. Word of God} 
25,27. Wijhthis Baptiſm, 11 order tothe Purifyi 
Chriſt 
| 


0 


| Baptiſin of Infants Vindicated. 7 
Chriſts,Church z that, ating on the Soul 
and this terminating on the Body, And 
$. Feter's Allertion 1s clear, tha it is not 1 Pet. 3 
the Water Purifying the Fleſh , but the 2": 
| Anſwer of a Conſcience towards God 
that fayeth us; And indeed the Trope of 
ufing;the ſign for .the ching ſigniticd, is 
not utuſual in Scripture. 
\ 8. The All-wiſe God hath determined 
RE bo need WAL, Aſn or 
\of, his reycated Wull, Aſlerts, that 
neither Polk? nor Uncircumciſion Gal. 6.15 - 
avail any thing, but a New Creature, Je * Gor: 7- 
3snot the being an unbaprized Perſon thye "9% 
will- cxpoſe any one. to Condemnariof? , 
| for tthere isnor one Woe denounced again(t 
any | as ſuch : Nor is there.one Promiſe in 
all che, Divine Wric-Iafallibly agnexin | 
nos phe wo £ a Threats g [Me "4/0906 
ry ate to toi WnO DEUCYE nOtafn 4A 
20 che Goſpel of Chriſt. And all Peg. _ ” Hd 
miſes of Eternal Mercics are to choſe who ; +... * 
by Faith cloſe with Chriſt, and live the +. + © 
| lite of Chriſtians. So that I dare nor day, 
all who arc Baptized ſhall be laved, and 
all who arc not Gagcngs ſhall be damned. 
But [ dare affirm, CAAtW oloever x 7 it); 
| and, dycth in _unbecliet , thall' be dammal 
though :hc be Baptized. And; whoever 
-belicyes truly on Chriſt, and lives aniwer- 
ably to that Faich, though for (qpe'Pre- 
11 B 4 eCur 
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8 Baptiſm of Infants Vindicated. 


Prop. 2. 


Wills 
againſt * 
Danvers, 
P- 49- 


| Mode) by giving my eaſons why Bap- 


, ' 
o 


ſecution, or other Cauſes he catinot be 

Bap ized, he ſhall be {aved. fl 
Wherze will appear, That Baptiſm is 

not abſolutely Neceflary to Salvation, -{o 


as that one cannot be {faved withour it. 


 AsT haye hitherto cndeavonred to It& 
move 'the great Cenſure of the f41146bap- 
tis of our being iri no viſible falvable 
way (becauſe not 'Baptized after theit 


tilm is not ſo abſpjutely Neceſlary to Sal- 
vation. 5o I proceed to ptove, 


That Baptiſm of Water is not abſo- 
lutely Neceſſary to Church-memberſhi 
ſo as that they cannotbe Membersot Chti 
Church unleſs Baptized: Which will aps 
pear thus. - 

j- There was ever a Church before Ba 
riim or Cireumcifion were Adminiſtred : 
They being both External ſigns to be afted 
on viſible Profeſſors and Church-members 
in the Church of | Chriſt, there is neeefſa- 


rily preſuppoled an exiſtence of a Church, | 


containing Members to be Circumdiſed or 
Baptized, and Perſons to perform theſe 
Offices. *$o that theſe ſigns are not the 
eſſe of a Church, or the Eſſential Conftiru- 
ents of its viſibility. Noah, Seth, and thoſe 
Holy Patriarchs before the Flood, —_ 

ived 


= 0" cc nd ftwnk 


__— 
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Lived ſome hundreds of Years before the 
Inſtitution of Cirqamclion, were doubtleſs Gen, 179, 
Members of Gods Chiirch. And Abra- 24 
ham alſo doubtleſs betore he was Circum- . 
cifed, which was in the 99th. Year of his 
Age, and about the 2107 Year of the 

orld, was a I rue Belieyer, and a Mem- 
ber of the T rue Church. And 1f ir be 
alledged, they were Members of the In- 
viſible Church, we may grant them a 
Memberſhip in the Vitble, from that 
known , Omme majus in ſe continet 
Miths. Their being of the Inviſible Church 


ny | may rae ing Members of 
the Viſible Church : Ys 1s apparent 


| the Promiſes were made ro Abraham above 
Twenty Years beiore Circumciſion was It- cn. 15. 
- ſtievec, which Promile he belicyed, and 4 $5 
received Circumciſion as a Seal of his Faith, ,,* 
whence undeniably follows that Circum- 


cifion was not —vrmg ry to'rhe 
bones of Gods Church among the 
ews. | | | 


2. Neither Circumciſion nor Baptiſm 
ate abſolutely Neceſſarv- ro the Being of 
a Church, becauſe a Viſible Church may 
be wichout them, and yet be a Church Vi- 
ſible, as in the Inſtance of the Iſraelites, 
whom we proved to be forty Years toge- 
ther Uncircumeiſed in the Wikernefs, and 

by were they all that time che Viſible 
hurch God had on the Earth. 3. If 
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. If Perſons be not Church- mctaber; 
bel ore Circumciſian or Baptiſm, and; be {o 
after, it will infer as Operation from, che 
Ordi inance not allowable, for then theſe 
being Circumaled or Bap ptized would en- 
title the Heathens ro. be Thanher of the 
Church of; God and Chriſt. - | 
4. The Jews did firlt Profelyre or Teach 
the Nations the Rudiments of ; their Law 
bcjors/ they :Circumciſed chem, and fo 
owned them to be teceived amonglitrhem. 
$0 that they. were Proſelytes and Members 
as-ſuch, of their Church before they. were 
Publickly declared and owned to be _ 
Circumciſion. According t9 which; 
Ve +8. Saviour Adviſcth his Diſciples inthe _ 
” 0 moſes 4 » Ny muah co. we | 
+ all Nations, Inſttuct thern in the Princi 
of my Religion; and then being Diſciples, 
| Paprize them; So'that there'is a Diſaple- 
G and Viſible Church-memberſbip pre- 
£xiſtent. co Baptiſm, And indeed. ho pre- 
miſing the word Diſciple implies none. to 
be capable of Baptiſm who -are 'not Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, and Members of - his 
Chuach, which: alſo in due time Infants 
will be proved to be. 

5. 1t Pani be abſolutely Neceſſary to 
Church-memberſhip, chat-none belong to 
Chriſts Viſible Church but who arc Bap- 

\tized, what ſhall we think of that i innu- 
; tucrable 


| 
1 
1 
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mecrable number of Profeſfing Chriſtians 
+ diſperſed over the Face of the whole Earth, 
and fcattered amongſt Heathen People, 
whoſe Princes and Governours will not 
permir this or any other Chriſtian Ordi- 
hance to be PraCtiled among them : Shall . 
we unchurch theſe, or count them as Hea- 
FRems > What will then become of that 

rticle of our Faith, The Belief of an Holy 
Catholick Church2 Do not the Anabapti 
herein imitate others, who while they be- 
lieye a Catholick Church, confine it to 
their own Synagogues, not conſidering the 
Catholick Church of Chriſt” comprehen- 
five of all Chriſtian Profeſſors through 
the whole World, nor weighing the ſad 
Conſequents of denying Perſons to be. Vi- 
{ibly of this Churc Chriſt ,, makin 
them thereby Viſible Members of Satans 
Kingdom, and expoſing thoſe Perſons in 
their Thoughts to Eternal Ruines, which 
Thoughts are too ſevere "to entertain of 
thoſe who Profeſs the ſame God and Chrift, 
but are not Baptized becatiſe probably the 
Ordinances are not petmitted in the Ter- 
ritories wherein they Refide. | 

- G. If Baptiſm give a Viſible Form to 
Church-memberſhip, then muſt ir be often 


Wills 

\ agai 
repeated, even as often asany Perfor is Ex- gens | 
communicated, or elſe Bapriſra is nullified, p. 50,51, © 
for it being the Chriſtian PraQice of the 5* 


Apoſtles 


IE Cer tr n— — ——_— 


T2 


2 Cor. g, 
4»5 


. Theſ.3. 
Mat. 18. 
17. 
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Apoſtles and their Succeſſors eyen to our 
Akes, to exclude their Aſſemblies, and 
Excommunicate Pc rſons,which was termed 


a giving ſuch over ro Satan who wete 
uilty gf ſcandalous Offences, till by their - 


umijliation they had Evidenced their Re- 


pentance, and {o were received again into. * 


their Afctblics. If that Excommunica- 
tion can Exclude the Perſon from being a 
Member of the Church (as it ever did ) 


then ir nullifies Baptiſm, or elſe Baptiſm 


is 
not Eſſential to the Formof Viſible Church- 
memberſhip, bccaule it would then follow, 
that the Perſag even Excommunicated, is 
ſtill a Member of the Viſible Church 


- Which is a contradiftary Soleciſm, or e 


that his Baptiſt is nulled, and then guſt 


Rarionally be repcated at his Reception 


into the Church again; and fo as as 
any being guilty of a Crime, is for it Ex- 
communicated, and afterwards receiyed 
into the Church again, ſo often muſt he 


be re-baptized , which is oppoſite to the 


Scriptures Afſertion of but One Baptiſm. 


Thus have I endeavourcd to prove Rap” 
tiſn2 contended tor, ro be not fo abſolutely 
Necellary ro Salvation or Church-mem- 
berſhip, as that none can be ſaved, or be 
of Chriſts Church unle(6 they b: Baprized, 
to removethe unchriftian Cenurs rhe 414- 
bapti}s have of us. But Left 
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' Leſt on the other ſide I ſhould detratt 


| from the Ordinance and its due wotth by 
rcndring its uſe needleſs. 


] proceed to prove that the Praftice of ,,.. . 
Paprilm is very Neceſſary asan Ordinance P. v6 
of Chriſt in any Church of his where ic 
may be had, and that the lighters and 
contemners of it are really Culpable. Which 
[ prove thus : 

1. Chtiſt hath Commanded its Perfor- 
mance in his Churches under the Goſpel to Mar. 23. 
the end of. the World: And all his Ordi- '* 
nances and Commands ought by us to be 
Obſetyed. | 

2. Chriſt hirhſelf was ſubjeCt to it, and yy, , 
therefore none can pretend to be above it, x6. 
though they have alrcady received the as 19. 
Holy Ghoft. 47- 

3. The Apoſtles Praftiſed it. St. John - 
from hence was called the Baptiſt. And 3 3-* 
Whenever the Goſpel was Preached to the jg, 
Gentiles and unconverted Fews,and received ,g,. - -, / 

by chem. The General way whereby the as 2. 

Apoſtlesowned the Converts was Baptiſm ; ge 

and we find not only ſingle Perſons, bur o in . 

whole Familics Baptized. © 2&6 # 

4 It is a Scal of the Covenant of Gtace 1g, * 

which when made to & received by Abrq- 2 Cor. 1 | 

ham he alſo received Circumciſion as a Seal ** 
of it. And Baptiſm ſucceeding Circumlion 


denotes 


14 


Rom, 4- 


Bows « 
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denotes probably our greater Priviledges by 
Chriſt than the Jews, had before Chriſt, 
who was of the one Sex, and derived our 
Nature from the other by this Sacrament 
admitting both Sexcs to equal Priviledges, 
that of Circumciſion only bclonging to the 
Males. And Baptiſm may as ſignificantly 
be a Scal of the Coycnant of Grace, as 


laid ro-put on Chriſt, which Phraſe implies 
* his being Inveſted with a Right to the Pri- 

, res of Chriſtians, and rhe Benefits of 
. Chriſt. 


. Circumciſion, the Perſon Baptized being, 


: And thus it is of great Ule. 
5. Many of the Converts to Chriſta- 
nity bave ſoon aftcr their being Baptized, 


» received the Holy Ghoſt, to whoſe Baptiſm 
* | this ſeems precedancous and preparatory. 


And Gods uſual way of working in an 
Eſtabliſhed Church and Ordinances, Bap- 
tiſm being'a Publick Sign manifeſting the 
Perſons Baprizcd to be Publickly owned as 
Members of Chriſt, and Children of God, 


to, which this Spirit of Adoption is pro- 


miſed. 

6. This ſerves as a diſtinguiſhing Mark 
in a ſertled Church to know Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity from Jews, Turks, and Hea- 
thens,fo that all who would manifcſt them- 
ſelves to be of Chriſts Church, ſhould de- 


ſire to partake of, and ſubmir to rhis Or- ' 


dinance of Paptiſm. And all Chriſtian 


Parents 
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Patents ought to delire it fgr their Chil- 
dren, ſince none beneath Hlcaven nt be 
above Gods Ordinances. Chriſt, though 
without ſin, and the Conyerts who had 
reccived the Holy Ghoſt, we have premit 
ſed to have ſubmittcd co Bapciſm, t Wil- pom. 6. 
ful Refuſal and Coutempe of which where | 
in an Eſtabliſh'd Church ic may be had, 
sa Contempt of Chriſt and his Precepts 
and as much as lycth in us, a de riving of 
our ſelves or Children of the Bencfits of 
the Coyenant of Grace, aud a reducing us 
into.a ſtate of Heatheniſin, or at beſt an 
- unwillingneſs to-be owned as Chriſtians, 

7. It ſerves as an Oath and Obligation 
on Souls to be, and continue Chriſts Faith- 
ful Souldicr and Seryant to our Lives end. 
Our Lite is often in Scripture called a wat- 
fare, wherein we arc . cngaged: to fight a- 
gainſt the World, Fick, -and Devil, to 
cngage us: againſt whom, the Lord of 
Hoſts, the chief General of the Ficld, and 
Chriſt rhe Captain of our Salvation, Lil 
all their Souldiers, the Members of the 
Church Milicant here on Earth, co Fight 
under their Banaer, till they: have their 
Writs of Eaſe by Death, and have their 
Quarters removed from the Church-Mili- 
tage on Farth to the Church Triumphanr 
in Heaven: Into which Milicia chi; Ordi- 
nance is the Publick way of our Admiſſion 

an 
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and is as it were our Matriculation, or ta» | 

Col, 2.6, king the Oath of Allegiance tu our God 
7 chercby diſcriminating is from Rebels and 
Ttaytors, ard engaging our Fidelity to 

our Lives end. ; 

8. The uncircumciſed Child was to be 
cut off from I/rae/, which Puniſhment | 
Gen, 19. reſpettscithet itsExcluſion fron che Church 
14 of Chriſt, and (o its cutting off from the 
Iſrael! of God! Or clle a puniſhing of the 
-bild by Death, and fo taking it away 
from among the Nope Or, Laſtly, « 
ſignifies an Eternal Excluding it from 
eaycn, and a cutting it off for ever trom 
Gods People and their Portion. Now, 
though probably the Puniſhment in the | 
Text on the Ulncircumciſed Child may not 
denote irs being thereby Miſerable to Ercr- 
nity, for what ir could not help: Yer to 
engave the Parents care to obſerve the Co- 
yenant and Gods Ordinances in having 

the Child Circumciſcd,it might be puniſhe 
both the other ways, which could not but 
be a great trouble to the Parent, whoſe re- 
miſneſs or negleRof the Ordinance might | 
cauſe himſelf in his Child to be Puniſhed, 
either with his Childs Death, or if it Lived, 
by its being eſteemed nor of the Chutch of 
God, but to be looked on as an Heathen. 
And fo under the Goſpel, although the 
Child ſhall not probably for the want of 
Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm ( it being guilty of no contempt 

of it) lufter Ecernally ; yet may the Pa- Walkers 
rent juſtly fcar to be (eyercly Puniſhed for nai 
flighting and contemmning the Sacred Ordi- Age 
nances of God and Chrilt, commanded to © _ 
be Obſerved. | 

Thus are che Enquiries premiſed confi. 
dered, and the Necellity of Baptiſm 
ſtated. 

I proceed more clolely ro adhere to the | 
Expoſition of the Parts of the Text. 1. Part 
Whercin we Obſerved, of Text, 

I. The Form or Eſſence of Baptiſm. 1.Form, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
I eſteem this the Form or Eflence of Bap- 
tilm, becauſe though there be a ſubject ca- 

able of Baptiſm, and Water be uſed to 
| cart yer 1s the Baptiſm Null unleſs in 
the Name of the Trinity, according to 
Chriſts Commiſſion in the Texr, which is 
never Repcaled in any part of the New 
Teſtament. 

As for the Baptizing Perſons intq the AAs'2. 
Name of Chriſt mentioned ſometimes, a 
that doth not derogate from Chriſts Com- - _ 
mithion in the Text, thoſe places not rela- 
ting to the manner of Adminiſtring the 
Ordinance, bur to the end of Bapriſm, for 
the Fews, who wete pricked in their hearts 
tor the Crucitying of Chriſt (whom Sr. 

C Peter 
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Peter had proved to be the Meſſiah) and] 


enquired what they ſhould do to be ſaved. F 
The Apoſtle Exhorts them to believe on | 


a Crucificd Saviour, and to be Baptized 


| in, or into his Name, as a Token of their 


owning him as their Meſſiah and Saviour, 


- without whom no Salvation was attain- | 


able. And thole other places mentioni 

the Baptizing in the Name of the:Lord, 
or in the Name of Chriſt, have:rthe kke 
reſpe&t, denoting the Converted Fews and 
Gentiles, being by Baptiſm recerved into 
the Name or Religion of Chriſt. And 
they do not in the leaft infringe our Sas 


viours Commithon of Baptizing Mm the 


Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And therefore the Anabaptiſts ſeem to be 
blame-worthy, who in their Printed Prin- 


34. 1669 Ciples give Order indifferently to Baptize 


given to in the Name of the Trinity, or in the 
our pre- Name of Chriſt alone, which Praftice is 
ſem King directly contrary to this Precepr of our | Y 
Saviour, by which the Perſon to be Ba | a 


tized was Baptized es wv oops into the 
Name, Protcthon, and Service of the Sa- 
cred Trinity, The Acknowl-dgment of 
the ever Bleſſed Trinity, and the Grounds 
of te Souls hope of enjoying all the Pro- 
miles and Benefits of Chriſts Dcath, Re- 


Epi.eſ.s. generation and Grace being thereby Rati- 


fhcd and Sealed ro the Soul, who 1s allo thus 
cngaged 
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' engaged to a&t as a Child of God, a Mem- 1 Cor. 6- 

| berot Chriſt, and a Temple of the Holy ! 19, 
Ghoſt, . Rom, 6; 


Ir. 
"The Form or Eſſence of Baptiſm being 2. Part 
Pioved, we come to conſider the Subjedt of Texe. 
of Baptiſm, mire wt in, all Nations ; which Subject 
in Scripture is ſpoken either, 
i. Excluſively as to the Jews, and In- 
cluſtyely only of the Gentiles, who were 
through Chriſt to be received into the | 
Church of God, and be made Members of p,yer, ., 
Chriſt, were admired to partake of the 2, 12,13, 
Benefits of a ſtate of Grace through Chriſt, 19. 
and by him alſo were made Heirs of Glory. 
| bo that through Chriſt they were admitred 

to cqual Ptiviledges with the Jews; which As 2 
thing, though it cauſed an aſtoniſhment ro JF. 7 
the Zews, yet was in Remarkable Eviden- 34, 35, 
ces verified; iſo that now all the ends of 45. 
the Earth have ſeen the Salyation of God, 
| who is become God of the Gentile as well 
as Jew and without Reſpetof Perſons hath $2" 
Reſpettroall thoſe, whether Jews or Gen- ©” 
| tiles, whotruly ſerve him. 

2. Incluſively of the Jews alſo, for that 
Chriſt who was fo long before his mani- 
ſeſtation Promiſed as a Meſſiah and Saviour 
to che loſt ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, Mat 10: 
would not, when manifeſted , exclude ” " 
them, bur being to ColleCt a Church ro 

C4 himlelf, 
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Mark 15 himſelf, he did Perſonally, and by his 
16 Apoſtles firſt promulgate the Goſpel to the 
_ Jews, and they rejeCting it, he Commiſ. 
ad 12, lioned his Apoſtles to go ro the Gentiles 
45,47. as well as Fews, Who diſcharging their 
Acts 28. Office, prevailed with great Numbers of 
26. both to accept of Chriſt; to ſhew the equa» 
lity of Chriſts proceedings, and the free- 
neſs of 'Gads Mercy to both Few and Gen. 
tile, that of both all and every one who 
o=_ belicye on him ſhould be ſaved by 
Im. 

And in this Incluſive ſenſe, as compre- 
hending both Few and. Gentile, even all 
Nations, theſe words, wma wx #0py, are to 
be taken, and accordingly (both Few and 
Gentile being to be Dilcipled to Chriſt) 
our cver Bleſſed Saviour ſeems to adapt his 
Commaiſlion ſuitably to the PraCtice of the 
Fews in their gathering of their Church} 
tor whereas they obſcrved three things 
therein, ſo our Saviour in the Text by 
three words ſeems to obſerve this Method 
in gathcring his Goſpel-Church. For, 

1. The Jews did firſt Profelyt: the Hea- 
then, by acquainting them with the Ru- 
diments of their Law, and thereby in- 
ducing them mis iaI8y ro come over from 
Hearheniſm to the Fews Religion, and to 
embrace that. So Chriſt Commands his 
Dilciples, that they going to Conſtiture a 

Church 
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Church out of all Nations, ſhould firſt 


endeayour Mathrd'«y to Diſciple them by 
Preaching to both Fews and Gentiles the 
yerity of Chriſt manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
the Reality of his Death and Reſurrection, 
the Rationaliry of all thoſe things which 
the Scriptures relate to be done or {uffered 
by Chriſt, and the Neceſſity of ail Perlons ,.., . 
adhering to this Crucified Chriſt as their 315, 
Saviour ; how that rhe ſufferings of Chriſt Acts'16. 
were fore-told concerning the Meſſiah to 3": 
the Jews, and the Gentiles Sactifices might 1 53: 
re-mind them of their Thoughts, ſin could 
not be expiated but by Death; and thus 
the Occaſton of ſtumbling ar, 'or deriding 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt being removed 
from Jew and Genti/e, the Apoſtles urged Rom. 1. 
a cloſure with Chriſt by the free and full '%: _ 
 Mercies rendered through him to all re- ,,7 4. * 
turning ſinners, and the grand Priviledges Mar. 18. 
of ſuch a ſtate of Grace, together with the 11. 
exceeding weight of Glory reſeryed in 
Heaven for Chriſts People. And thus pre- 
united with many (through Gods co-work- n Lf. 6. 
ing) co become Chriſts Diſciples. 

2. Asthe Jews did by Gods Command 
Circumcile, ſo the Diſciples did by Chriſts 
Order Baprtize the Prodyic or Convert, 
and (o received him as one of the Church. 
And as the Jews did not only Circumciſe > 
the Aged "OOnyEn, Jon all his Children , * 'F 
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ſo Chriſt Commands che Diſcipled Per:- 
ſons ro be Baptized ; nor did he only ad- 
Mark 10 mit as his Dilciples the Aged and Adulr 
13 Perſons, bur ww -yJ/e and wo Geipy, little Chil. 
TY "7: dren and Infants ib eg/s to come unto 
Luk. 18, him, or become his Proſclytes, as the very 
15. Import of the words denote, Which Pro- 
ſelytiſm or Diſcipleſhip, render them Ca» 
pable of Baptiſm, as will jn due time b: 
4ts 2. more fully proved. And indeed the Apo- 
30. ſtles baving Diſcipled or Converted the 
Maſter or Parent of a Family,we frequently 
s, find them Baptizing the whole Family, in 
1s, 3t, Which ſeveral Families it may as Reaſona- 
bly be preſumed there were ſome-Chik 

dren, as it can þe-confidently denyed. 
And as for the change of the mode of 
Admiſſion of Proſelytes under the Law, 
RAI and of Converts under the Goſpel intoche 
cap. 2. de Church of God and Chriſt, from Circum- 
9m. F«- Ciſton to Baptiſm, it may probably appar 
dai, rather a Sacramental Confirmation of an 
OR. Ancient Cuſtom, than an Innovation of a 
Fri[/bres New Kite : For if Learned Authors may 
Dr.Ham- be Credited, or their Citarions believed, 
mond's the Practice of Baytizing Proſelytes was 
XA uſed by the Jews, who thereby as by one 
Ba. means received them intotheir Churchzyea, 
AMr.wal. as to Females it was the chiet, if not only 
ket's way of their Admiſhon. Which waſhing 
Ty or Baptiſm of the Proſelyre Scripture ſeems 
6-4 JO. | ro 
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to give us ſome Reaſon to think the Fews Wills 
expected to be by che Meſſiah made Sacra- 424inft 
mental, elſe what may their Enquiry of P*"Ys 
St. Fohn mean? when they asked him why Ton t. 
he Baptized jf he was not the MeJith that 25,28. 
ſhould come? Rather ſerupling his Auho- 
riry to Baptize, than in rhe leaſt Queſti- 
oning the Lawfulnefs of che Ordinance : 
Which Enquiry certainly ſounds as much 
as a Tacite acknowledgment of their Pra- 
filing ir, though nor as a Sacrament till 
the Meffiah had confirmed it. 

3. The Jews having Cucumciſed their 
Profelytes, brought them up in the know- 
ledge of the Law. And our Sayiour ha- 
ving Ordered his Diſciples to Diſciple all 
Nations, Baptizing them, doth afterward 
command their Leaching, Auftiowyre; , 
Teaching them toObſerve all things which war. v8. 
he had Commanded, to Edifie them in 20. 
the Holy Faith, in which Work he pro- 
miſed himſelf their co-worker to the 
Worlds end. 

The Fews did firft Teach, and chen Cir- 
cumCiſe rheir Proſelyres, bur they firſt Cir- 
cumciled, and rhen Taught the Childre:1 
of thoſe Proſelytes: And fo all Nation; 
are firſt Taught ro bring them to a ſtate of 
Diſciplethip before Baptiſm : Bur the Chil- 
dren of ſuch Converts and Diſciples are 
firlt Baptized, and How Taught, and that 
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prove thus. 


as —_ ——_——. 
Amt. _—_— 
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Arguments for Infant 
Baptiſm. 


ARGUMENT I. 


I our Chriſtian Priviledges be as great - 
as the Fews Were, then our Children © } 


are rightly Baptized. Burt our Chriſtian 
riviledges are as great as the Fews were, 
therefore our Chi 
tized. | 
In this Hypothetical Argument the Mz- 
nor 15 to be proycd ; and I ſhall endeavour 
to manifeſt that our Chriſtian Priyiledges 
are as great as the Fews were, Which being 
proved, I ſhall prove the conſequence 
thence following, that our Chriſtian Pri- 
viledges being as great as the Fews were, 
our Children are rightly Baptized. 


1. Our Chriftian Priviledges are 45 great. 


& the fews were, «i will thus appear. 


3. The 
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on good Warrant, which I endeayour to. 


— . 


dren are rightly Bap-. 
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I, The A Covenant 'of.'Grace made - 
hrough Chriſt with the Jews is alſo made, Acts 2. 
with the Gentiles, whereby God promiſerh, Wy 
himſelf to be the God of his People, and +4 =” 
of their Seed: It is called a Covenant of. Gen. 19. 
Grace, to the full extent of which, Gentiles 10. 

2 well as Jews are now through Chriſt 
admitted. 

2. Elſe our Condition is worſe. ſince 
Chriſt than the /* ws ſtate was before Chriſt, 
nor is Chriſt then a Mediator of a better yep, s, 6. 
Covenant, as he is {aid to be in Scripture. ; 

3. Scripture Witneſſeth the, Genti/es be- 
ng received to the ſame and equal Privi+ Rom. 11: 
ledges with the Fews, and that now both Rom- 3- 
_— chrough Chriſt of the Pro- 3; 
miles. 

4.Elſe could we ſcarce perſwade a Few to 
become a Chriſtian, who might well Plead 

ainſt his Converſion , the Privation of 
thoſe Priviledges he was Inveſted with by 
the Law, whereby his Child as well as 
himſelf was within the Covenant with 
God, and admitred by God to the Seal of 
the Covenant, while he remains a Jew. 
But if by his cipouting Chriſtianiry he 
muſt pare witht'1is Priviledge, and exclude 


his, Child the Covenant, and cannot ad- 


mit it to __— the Seal of it, now un- 
der the Go 


Chriſtians. 


pel, few Jews would become 
Then 
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Then ſurely they are to blame who ſup- 
poſe Chriſtians Priviledges ſince Chriſt are 


. not as great as the Fews were before Chriſt, 


Rom.1t. 


Acty 2, 


J9 
Rom. 17. 
at large, 


Which being granted , Baptiſm of our 
Children muſt follow. Thercfore, 

2. If our Chriſtian Priviledges being a; 
great as the Jews were, our Children are 
rightly Baptized, as will appear by theſe 

ealons. 

1. The Children of the Jewifh Profe. 
Iytes were with their Profelyted Parents 

ircumciſed, to which Baptiſm ſucceed. 
ing in the Church, the Children of Di. 
ſciples and Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ought 
to be Baptized, as will be farther mani- 
felted from my next Argument drawn | 
from Circumcition. | 

2. None were Excluded the Covenant 
of Giacc among the Fews, or amongſt 
Chriſtians, or are uncapable of its Seal, 
Circumciſion or ry bur adtual Un- 
believers; of which Crime Children of 

ews Or Chriſtians could not, nor can be 


m—_— 
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by Converſion were infringed, and their 
cale worſe than before, becauſe, 

1. Their Children were before their 
Converſion to Chriſtianity, within the 
Covenany, and had Right to, and were 
admitted to the Seal of it, but now by the 
' Parents cſpouling Chriſtianity, the Child 
would be debarred the Sea], which 1mplics 
ts Exclution from the Covenant. 

2. Fhey and their Children were eſtcem- 
ed the People of God before their Conver- 
{ton to Chriſt; bur ſince, thongh the Pa- 
rents were received as Converted Chriſti- 
ans, yet the Children would but be ac- 
counted as Heathens till they became Men, 
or were able to give an Account of the 
Faith, and fo be Baptized: 

-. 3, This would leave the Converted 

Jew but {mall grounds for the hopes of his 
Childrens Salvation, it chey dyed Young ; 
becauſe they would not be looked on as 
Members of Chritts Church, within the Ephel. 2. 
Covenant of God, or to have Right to its ** 
Promiles. 

4. The ſame Promiſes made to the Jews 
are alſo made to rhe Gentiles, which Pro- 
miles include their Secd or Children as well 
as themſelves. The Promilc was to the Ads 2. 
Jews who were ncar, and to their Sced, 3% 
and to the Gentiles who wat atar offi, and 
to as many as the Lord our Gol __ 

call, 
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call, and to their Seed, which Promiſe 
gives our Children Ri he. to Baptiſm ag 
well as it did the Fewiſh Children to Cir- 
cumciſton. 

5. The Children of the Fews as well ay 
the Aged, in Order to their Publick Re- 
ception into .the Church of God, were 
Circumciſed; therefore the Children of 
the Gentiles Converted together with the 
Jews to Chriſtianity may juſtly have Bap- 
tiſm, it heing the Sacrament of Admiſſion 
mto Chriſts Church under the Goſpel, as 
Circumciſion was under the Law. + And: 
that the former is true, to wit, that the 
Children with the Parent were under the | 
Law Circumciſed, the Scripture is ſo plain, 
that none will deny it; and that our Chil- 
dren then may be, yea, ought to be Bap- 
tized, muſt be granted from a Conceſſion 
5 oy Priviledges being as great as the | 

eWS. W 
But this will ſtill be clearer in my next 
Argument. 


ARGUMENT 
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ARGUMENT II. 


Thoſe , who were Circumciſed under the Law 
may be Baptized under the Goſpel. But 
Children were Circumciſed under the 
Law, therefore Children may be Baptized 
under the Goſpel. | 


CY 


His Argument is Categorical, whoſe 
T Condi cannot wg. ed if the 
Premiſles be granted, I ſhall therefore prove 
cach Propoſition. 
| - The MinorPropoſition, That Children 4fGaer 
Fere CEAFHCS —_ a ds = proved. 
. doubtedly true, relying on the rc- | 
_ cepts and Practice of God and his People, xy -g 
| that I ſuppoſe it will nor be denyed. "A 
And the truth of the Majox Propoſition 
I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate thele rwo 
ways: ; | 
1. By Arguments for it. 
2. Solving Objcions againſt it. 
1. I ſhall prove by Arguments, That 
thole who were Circumciſed under the 
Law may bc Baptized under the Golpel 
I. Baptiſm ſucceeded Circumciſion, and 
as that was the Sacrament of Admilhon 
into the Church under the Law, to s 1s 
cr 


an. » 


he 


no Baptiſinof Jufants indicated. 
Col. 2. under the Goſpe], having this Priviledge p 
11,12. aboye the other, that it may be Admim« jr 
ſtred to either Male or Female, and may | {; 
be performed to all Nations, Genti/e as well | g 
as Jew. ( 
2. Our Children are now as capable of | | 
being Baprizcd as the Children of the Fews | 
were then of being Circamciſed at Eight | c 
days old: Ours underſtand the ends of 
Baptiſm as much as: theirs did the ends of 
Circumciſion z and ours are as capable of 
Teſtifying their Converſion to Chriſtianity, 
as the Proſelyred Fews Children were to 
Evidence their being Proſelyred ; nor can 
any Objection be framed againſt our Chil- 
drensCapability of Baptiſm ,but it is equally } 
Valid againſt their Childrens being capable 
of Circumciſion. | 
4 3. The Preceptof God tor the receiving. 
Gen. 15, Parent and Child into Covenant, ſtands 
Acts 2, unrepealed to.this day, nor can the leaſt 
39 jota be produced to forbid Children of Pro- 
| felling Chriſtians Baptiſm, or that Chriſt, 
who was the:Meſſiah and Sayiour of both 
Jew and Gentid (and had admitted the. 
Children of rhe Fews all along to the An- 
cient Seal of Circumciſion as a Diagnoſtick 
of their being his People) would, or did 
exclude them in his Goſpel Difpenſarion 
from Baptiſm. Bur many Reaſons may 
b- oficred why their Baprtizing is not ex- 
pretly 


Mat, 28. 
29. 
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preſly Commanded, which I ſhall e 
1n due time. Ar preſent let us conſider 
lince there is no reſtraint or countermand 
of the Ancient Jewiſh Practice of receiving 
Children to Circumciſton. And ſince Bap- 
tm is an Ordinance ſucceeding it, it ſeems 
to me apparent, that they who were Cir- 
camciled may be Baptized. 

4 Chriſt is propoſed as a Mediator of a 
berrer Covenant, not of a worſe, founded Heb 8.6. 
on better, not on leſs Promiſes; enlarging, 
not —_— his Peoples Priviledges, con- 
tinuing ſtill God, a God in Covenant with 
his People and their Seed, and then doubr- 
els this great Priviledge is not Repealed, 
' bur Children,” the of his People, may 
Lawfully be Baptized, as being ſtil] within 
the Covenanr of Grace, whereot Baptiſm 
under his Goſpel-diſpenſation is a Seal: 
Elſe our Children have no greater Priyi- 
ledge by being Born of Chriſtians, than 
the Children of Turks and Pagans, Fews 
and Infidels enjoy. | 

5. Expreſs Scripture avers the Incluſion 
of Belieyers Sced with themſelves in the acts 2. 
Covenant. Nor can the word Calling, in 37, 38, 
the place Cited, be reſtrained to the word 3% 
Seed, as if thev only were in Covenant 
with God (of the Seed of the i r' 
whom God called and Converted, which 
would be no other Priyiledge than the 

Heathens 
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Heathens may,'enjoy, - who when Con: 
yerted are admitted into Covenant. But : 
the word, I preſume, may well be referted 
$0 the preſent Believer, who is called and | 
hisSced, and of Gods owning all Beliey 
whom in future Ages he ſhould call, and ] 
their Seeds. Sothatif the Children of y 
as well as the Fews be in Covenant with 
God, and Baptiſm now, as well as Cir- 
cumcifion then, be a Scal of the Covenant, 
to be Adminiſtred to all in the Covenant, | 
then certainly it muſt follow that Children 
of the Fews, as in Covenant with God, be- | 
ing admitted to its Seal, Circumciſion, the. 
Children of Chriſtians being equally in! 
Covenant, may and ought to be admi 
to its Seal, which now is Baptiſm. i 

Thus is the Major Propoſition proved, 
and thoſewho were Circumcifed under the 
Law, maniteſted ro have a Right to Bap- 
tim under the Goſpel. I procecd, | 

2. To Receive and Anſwer the Ob- 
jetions I have met with againſt this Ar: 
gUment. 

Opjett. 1. They Obje, The Covenant 
then made, was 2 Carnal Covenant, bu 
this through Chrilt is a Spiritual Covenant, | 
and therctore though Intants may be a@- 
pablc of one, vetnort of the other, till Re- 
-genexared and become Believers. 


Anſw, I, The 
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Arſe. 3. The Covenanc then, made. 

{ was a Covenant of. . Grace, permanent to © 
| the Worlds end, made through Chriſt the Gen. 17. 
Promiſed Seed, and is the ſame Covenant 1* *+ 

weare now admitted to, nor- ſhall it ever 
| be Repealed while Chrilt hath a People on 
f Earch. Which thus appears. 
{ 1, It was made with Abraham, . who in | 
Scripture is "often called the Father: of the RÞ. 4 
| Fairhful, and ir was:made with, him. as a "'- 
| Bclieyer : Theretprc it was a Coycuant of 
| _ 2. It wasmadethrough Chriſt, in whom _ 
| all the Families of che Earth ſhould be -i Ls 
1 Bleſſed, who was that Promiſed Seed, to 
proceed from Abraham. - 
3. Ir is often called an Everlaſting Co- 
1 venant, and therefore this Coyenant af 
| Grace hath been:ofren in-{ucceeding Ages 
| urged to God by his People to re-mind 
| him of his Pronulſes e to Abraham. 
And Gad allo in divers Ages haih declared 
himſelf to his Pcople by rhe Title of the 
God of Abraham. = 
| 4 The Tenor of that Covenant is the Gal. z; 
4 fame with ours now, that God. will be a latter 
| God of his Pcopleand their Seed, and that a ; 
wp who believe on him, ſhall be accepred ** _ 
y him. 
5. Scripture Arreſts Circumcifion to have 
b:cn to Abraham a 4 of ths Rightcouſ- 


ns 
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Rom. 4. 


Gen. 19. 


23,313, ; 
14. 


Gen, 34. 


14. 


; | | T 
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neſs of Faith, which implies that Covenant 
made with Abraham to have been a Co- 
Fes, + Bee th Objett again, That 
jeft, 2. But they Objct again, 
the Sted herc in the Crenabe and that 
had Right to Circumciſion, the Seal of it, 
was a Spiritual Seed, and therefore Be-. 
lievers ought only to be Baptized. To | 
which I Anſwer, © 
Anfw. 1. The Seed in the Covenant de- 
noted not only the Spiritual Seed, but all 
the Natural Seed of Abraham, all proceed. 
ing ffotn his Loyns, Iſhmael as well as Iſaac 
was Circumciſed , and every Male Child 
Born of all the Strangers that were Proſe. 
lytcd tothe Jewiſh Rel: 10N. | 
2. The Natural Seed as Men belonged 
to the Viſible Church of God, and ſo we 
in a Capacity to reccive thar Scal and Ma 
diſtinguiſhing them from the Ge)rti/es wi 
Heathens, which was only an Ordinan 
belonging to a Viſtble Church, of which 
Men might Judge. ; 
3. The Uncircumcifed were denycdd 
many Common Priviledges; yea, it w 
a Scandal for the Jews to Aſſociate ; wit 
chem, or ro joyn in Aﬀinity with them 
which Priviledges could not be granted 
only to the Spiritual Sced, becauſe ir would 
mych injurious ro Humane Society, nor 
Indeed could their Spiritual ſtare, or rheir 
being 
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being the Spirjrua Seed of Abraham come 
1 under Mans Coonlzarice. 
4- This ws, cre Men as Judges of 
our Hearts and Spirituality, which'cannor 
be diſcerned by any Mortal c, butisonly 1... , 
known to that Immenral God, who tryct 4p"4g 
| the Heart, whence procceds har diftinGion 2 Tim.2, 
of an Inviſible Church, conſiſting of true '9- 
Believers only, whom God alone knows 
and of a Vilible Church, containing all 
Chriſtian, Profeſſors, whoſe Members arc 
Uetnah c by Men.” 4 
5. aptiſm or Circumciſion be only 
applicable to the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, 
true Belicyers, the Ordinances would ſoon 
| be nullas to their Adrniniſtration, becauſe 
we know not theh whom ro Baprtize, nor 
dare we ſay, this Man, or Child, isa true 
Believer, and one of the Spiritual Sced of 
Abraham, gnd the other 1s not; and pro- 
bably may thus admir thoſe ro the Ordi- 
nances who are Hypocrites, while we re- 
ject thoſe who are true Belieycrs. There 
have been Perſons Baptized and Circum- Cen. x7. 
ciled, who yet doubtleſs were not of the 1% . 
Spiritual Secd of Abraham, witneſs the in- nag 
ſtances of 1hmae! and Simon Magus. _.. 23, 
6. The Children the. Anabaptifs refuſe, 
may be the Spiricual Seed of Abraham for 
ought they or we know. Jeremiah and St. 
Fobn were SanCtihed from the Womb, and 
D 2 known 
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known by God to be his before they were] 
Born, and {ſo before they could be under 
Mans Cognizance. And who dare ſay, 
that the Children hey reſuſe are not pat- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, or by God ac- | 
counted as Believers? What would be the 
Reſult of ſuch Expreſhons: Should thoſe | 
dyc in their Infancy, who dare ſay they | 
are Damned 2 Nay, the Anabantifl TA 
them a Capability of Salvation, and £38 
all Children dying Children ſhall be ſaved; 
and then (urely they eſteem them the Spi- 
ritual Seed of Abraham: And if ſo (the 
Children not. Afting any thing to render } 
them uncapable ) they might by their own 
Arguings be\SubjcQts fit to be Baprized. 
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ARGUMENT III. 


Thyje who are within the Covenant of Grace 
nay be Baptized. But Children are with- | 
in the Covenant of Grace. Therefore they 


may Le Baptized. 
PAL Major of this Argument is ve- 
rified, in that Baptiſm is now the 
Seal of the Covenant between God and 
his People, as Circumciſion was under the 
Law; and therefore thoſe who are thus in 
Covc- 


| 
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| Covenant with God, may be admitted to Col. 2. 

the Participation of 1ts Seal as thoſe were, 11> 12- 
| The Minor, That Children are within 
| the Covenant of Grace, is thus undeniably 
confirmed. 

1. Gods Grace is Uniycrſal, appertain- 
ing to Children as well as Adult Perſons ; 
Chriſt dyed for them as well as Men'and 
Women, arid they partake of his Benefirs 
as well as the other, and ſhall be ſaved 
hereafter as well as grown Perſors. 

2. Children were ever in the Covenant: 
| with God, and never rejected or caſt our 
| by Chriſt, nor that Covenant Repealed, 
and we haye already proved the Covenant 
including Children as well as Parents to be 
a Covenant of Grace, and þo everlaſting: 
Therefore Children are ſtill in the Coyc- 
Ky never Bakited thenfs 

3. ey never EXcuded themiclves 
| becauſe not aftual Unbelievers, and none agen; 

but ſuch were rcjeQed, therefore they arc 
I ſtill in the Covenant. 

4- They have the Promiſes of the Co- 
venant belonging to them, and renewed Atts 2. 
to them with their Converted Parents, 37» 3% 
which would not be unleſs Chriſt ill 3” 
comprehended them as well as their Pa- 
rents within the Covenant: 

5. They are termed Holy, though Born 
but of one Believing Parent. And this 

D 3 Holineſs 
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! Cor. 7. Holineſs cannot be,underſtood of Legiti- 
14 macy of Lawtulnels of Birth (as T have 
met with the Anabaftifs Gloſlitig) as if 
the Child by being Born of 'one Believing 
Parent, was thereby no Baſtard : For this | 


would have» becn no Obligation - oh the 
Unbelieving Husband or Wite to Co-habit | 
with the Believer, it being a Priviledge 
common to all Unbelieyers as well as then - 
tro havethe Childten Born in Lawful Wed: 
| lock to be eſteemed Lawful. Bur this Ho- 
lineſs in the Text muſt be underſtood of a 
faxderal or Covenant Holineſs, wheteby | 
the Childten would be by God eſteemed | 
as Holy, and in Covenant with him; 
They being as Children not yet capable of 
ating Holinels. 
6. If Children were in Covenant before 
Chriſt, and are reje&ed ſince Chtiſt, then | 
would follow, | | 
I. That we loſe and gain notPriviledges 
Heb, 8.6. BY the Incarnation and Death of our eyer 
; Epheſ. 2, Bleſled Saviour, ir being no better, but a 
12,13, worſe ſtate which excludes T hovſands, | 
even all Children , though of Believing 
Parents, the Covenant of Gracc, which 
did include them. | | 
2. Then is there no difference between 
the Children of Belicyers and the Children | 
of Turks and Infidels, who when at Arc, 
and are Conycrted , may be eſteemed 
To WS 
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Chriſtians, and be Baptized, and ours can- 
not be Baptized according to their Aſler- 
tion before. 

3. Then cannot we propoſe an encou- 
| raging Motive to a Few to become a Chri- 
fian, whereby his: Child, as yet within 
| the Covenant, would be excluded. 
| * 4. Then can we baye no good Viſible 
ounds for the hopes of our Childrens 
lvation. If they be out of the Covenant 
of Grace, they are debarred of the Bene- 
firs of ' Chriſt, which If poſe will ſeem 
harſh to any conſiderate Chriſtian, Nor 
| can I ſee how the Anebaptifts can think all 
Children ſhall be faved, unleſs they be 
they ſo think, , uppoſe they can- 
not deny Baptiſm to hs which is the 
Seal of che Covenant. 
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ARGUMENT IV. 


C——Y 


Thoſe who have Right to the Bleſſings of the | 
Covenant, have Right to Baptiſm. But | 
Children have Right to-the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant, Therefore they have Right to 


Baptiſt. 
T HAT Propoſition of their having 


Right to qo em. who have Right | 
the-Covenant, relyerh | 


tro the Bleſtin 
on thele Reaſons, ms 
\ I. Circumciſion was,' and Baptiſm is ac- 


counted as a Seal of the Covenant of Grace, : 
confirming to the receiver of it Gods Re- 
ception of his Soul. into a ſtate of Grace. 


and Favour, and a ratifying the Promi- 


{es through Chriſt made , that if the Soul _ 


walked anſwerably to the Covenant of be- 
ing Gods Servant, God would make good 
his part, in being his God. 
2. I he Blethngs of the Covenant are 
reater than an Admiſſion to the External 


| of it, and therefore to whom Gecd _ 


rants the greatcr,them he certainly c{tecn's 

© to receive the eſs. If Chriſt be pleaſed 
to make over the Blefhings of the Covc- 
nant of Grace to Infants, then it is his 
pleaſure 
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 plea{ure they ſhould not be denyed an Ad- 
mithon tothe Seal of that Covenant, where- 
by in the Eye of Man they may cven in 
their Minority be received and owncd as 
Members of Hog nd they whcn they 
| come to Age may be fatisfied of their Re- 
! ception into that Covenant whercin God 
engagcd to he their. God, and they engaged 
to be his People. 
| Z- The Seal properly belongs to then 
who have Right to the Covenant and its 
Bleſſings, elſe would it be (er to a Blank. 
| They who are not in the Covenant, - nor 
| have any Right r@ its Bleſſings , can have 
no Plea for their Admiſſion to its Seal : 
But they who have both the former, can- 
| not ſurely be denyed in Juſtice this latter. 
1 4- Children are capable of having Mer- 
| cies aſſured ro them, though they under- 
ſtand not the aft of Afſurance, or what is 
Aflured ro them. We often in Civil con- 
cerns Fntail Eſtates on Children. and make 
Proviſion for Infants even unborn, and 
why ſhall we in Spirituals debar them of 
Bleſſings, which in Gods eſtcem they are 
capable of. 
| - The other Propoſition, That Children 
have Right to the Blctlings of the Cove- Mor 
nant, WL nor, I {uppolc, be denycd, be- 
caulc, 


a. A 


1. The 


422 
ARs 2- 
39- 


. them in many things, and doubtlefs, if | 


—_ 4a, 
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.T. The Promiſes of the Coyenant are 
made to them. | YN 

2. Chriſt aſſures us they are his Diſciples, - 

Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 

ſhall be ſaved; nay, he often propoſeth, 

in order to our Salvation, the imitation of 


others ſhall be beloved of God and _ | 
becaulc like Children, God will fave, and | 
doth love theſe whom thoſe arc like. If ] * 
prone my Favour to one, becauſe he is | 
ike my Friend, it Argueth me to have a | 
greatcr Love for my Friend, which makes 
me Love what is like him. | 
3- If they have no Right co the Bleſſings | 
of -the Covenant, then have they no In» 


rereſt in Chrifts Death, nor Right to Sal | | 


vation, which 1s a fad conſideration; and | 
if theſe latter be granted, the former will * 
follow. | 
4. The Anabaptifts are forced to grant : 
them wirhin rhe Covenant of Grace, and 
to have Right to its Bleflings, and to be | 
Heirs of Heaven, clfe they fore-{ce their 
Doctrine would be exploded with hifhng. 
And certainly, it they have Right to theſe 
Bleffings of the Covenant of Grace, they | 
have a juſt Right co Baptiſm, the Seal of - 
this Covenant, whoſe Bleſling they are. 


5- The Conceſſion of our Adverſaries | 


proves their having Right to all the Pri- 
| viledges 
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yiledoes of the Covenant, in that rhey 
believe all Children dying ſo, though un- 
baptized, ſhall be faved 3 and then let them 
Anſwer why they may not be Baptized. 
gurely there is not more required to fit one 
for Baptiſm than for Salvation, if Faith and 
Repentance be, ' as they plead, neceſſary 
in order to Baptiſm, they are uy wron 
more neceſſary to Salvation ; and Children 
having what in Gods efteem fits them for 
the greater, have ſurely what qualihies 
them for the leſs. 


a cw. —_— ——_— 
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ARGUMENT V. 


Thoſe who are Capable of being engaged in 
Covenant with God, are Capable of Bap- 
tiſm. But Chiliren are Capable of being 
engaged in Covenant with God. Therefore 
Children are Capable of Baptiſm. 


N rhis Argument the Major ſeems un- Majar- 
4A deniable, and certainly they will gran, 
that thoſe who are capable of being en- 
caged in Covenant with God, ate capable 
of Baptiſm : Becauſe by Baptiſm a Cove- 
nant 1s made between God and the Soul , 
whereby the Perſon Baptized Covenants ro 
be Gods Faithful and Conſtant _ 
an 


| * 
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and Seryant. And God Promiſeth or Co-. | 
venants to be the God of that Soul and of ' 
its Seed, according to the Tenor of the 
Covenant of Grace. And, "4 
That Children are capable of being en- 
gaged in Covenant with God, will be eaſily + 
ranted from the conſideration of cheſs 
ca{ons. | 
1. Thar Children are in the Power of q 
the Parent to diſpoſe of, as to Temporals | 
and Spirituals. | 
1. As to Temporals, what is more uſual | 
Deut. 6. than totake a Leaſe for our own and Chil- - 
Epheſ.s drens Ute, to enſure an Eſtate to our ſelves * 
1,4 andChildren, and to engaze our Children, | 
to perform Covenants, or pay Debts, who. | 
are thereby, by the Law af God and Man | 
engaged to perform the Covenants to theit | 
Power and yew 4 it Lawtul and Honeſt, | 

or Elſe to loſe the Benefits that might accrue 
to them by Obſervance of that Cove- | 
nant. ® | | | 
2. As to Spirituals, Parents are Obliged 
to take the greateſt care imaginable of their 
| Ephef. Childrens Souls, for their Education in the 
1,4 Fear of God, who allo hath commanded 
the Parents to engage their Children in 
Covenant with him, and to bring them 

up 1n [us Service, 


Minor 
proved. 
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2. God | 
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2. God efteems Children capable of en- | 
gaping 1n Coyenant with him; and gives Deur. 29 
| command for all the Little Ones to ſtand ?*» 72> 
before- him to be entred into Covenant p# 
with him, who were as capable of being ;. i x6. 
engaged in Gods eſteem, and were as much Deut.zo. 
engaged as thoſe Captains, Men, and Wo- ! 32» 
; men, that ſtood with them, and were not "3 '+ 
engaged in Covenant, as Was once imper- 
tinently urged to me by our Adverſaries, 
from a Critical Obſervance. of the Particle 
Thou; as if one alone in the ſtead of all 
others had been engaged: To which Cri- 
ticiſm ] _ be _ the 2h rk 
gument of Childrens being equally capable 
of being engaged as all , others, who 
being preſent were not engaged, and t 
| the engagement of one in ſtead of all di 
' no more — the a_ of Chil- 
dren-then it did that of thoſe Captains , 
Men, Women, who were by., and not 
engaged) that [ thought the Particle Thow 
might reaſonably refer to eve individual 
Captain, Man, Women, and Little One, 
who 1 ſuppoſe to have been particularly 
conceri?d, and the Commandments were 
inftanced in, which concern all, yet arc 
given in the ſame ſecond Perſon fingular. 
Nor was this Covenant any other than a 
Covenant of Grace, the ſame Covenant 
now remaliing as to its ſubſtance, only 
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., as hath been proved, and the Margi 


2 Chroh 
20, 13, 
Joel 7 | 
16. 
Deut. 31. 
T1, IL 2 
13. 


| and altcred as to its External Adminiſtra- 


' concerned inthe Duties of the Covenany, | 
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freed from . the encumbring Ceremonies, 


tion of its Miniſtry, Sacrifices, Baptilm, &, 
Citations compared, will maniteſt. | 
3. The Jews Children- were formerly 


as in Faſting, Prayer, and God- accepted | 
of them as capable of entring into Cove- : 
nant, of Hearing, Learning, Doing his | 
Will ; —_ we may elicem (o. 
4+ Our Childre 

the Children of che Jews were then ; nox 
cati an ObjeRion be againſt ours, but ir ig | 
equally valid. againſt theirs; and it 


accepted theirs, we. have the ſame Cove; | 


nant, and God of Mercy, and lo the lame | 
Reaſon to believe he will receiye ours; and 
then why ſhould we eſtcem them uncapa- 
ble of being engaged in Covenant with 
God by Baptiſm? | | 


- F 
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ARGUMENT. 


n are as-capable now as 2 
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ARGUMENT VI 


Thoſe who are Members of Chrifts Church 
ought to be Baptized. But Children are 
Members of  Chrijts Church. Therefore 
Children ought to be Baptized, 
H15S Atgtiment hath no ſmall force 
'K init, as will appear by wuildering 
each Propoſition diſtinMly. 
- Thoſe who are Members of Chriſts Mai 
Chutch ought tobe Baptized, as appears, "© 
' 1: Becauſe thists the niſual way of Solemn 
Admiſhon into Chrifts Chutch , and the aas 2. 
Apoſtles uſually PraQtiſed thus, Admini- 37, 38, 
firing Baptiſin upon their receiving any in- 
to the Church of Chriſt. 
5. If Baptiſm be not Adminiſtred at the 
Admiſſion of Perfons into Chriſts Church, 
then muſt it be done after, or not ar all : 
The laſt is not true, Chriſts Ordinance 
ought not to be negledted ; and there is no 
Inſtance or Precept in Scripture what time 
aſter a Perſons Conyerlion, and becoming 
a Church-Member , it ſhould be done: 
Therefore it muſt be done as the Apoſtles 
Praftiſed it at the Receiving any into the 
Church of Chriſt. 
2, Our 


———— 
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3- Our Adverſarics, the Anabaptifs, | 
acknowledge none Members of. a Viſible 
Church of Chriſt but thoſe who ate Bap- | 
tized, and Baptize (as they call it ) thoſs ' ? 
whom they receive as Church-members, | 
| 


at their firſt Admiſhon, whence dirc@ly 

follows from their own Practice, that thoſe | 

who arc Church-members ought to be 

Baptized. +0 

| 4. Chriſts Church is to be Purificd with 

Epheſ.s. the waſhing of Water by the Word: If - 

25: thenChildrenare of hisChurch,they ought 

to be Baptized. Ti 

Minor And that Children are Members of 

* Chriſts Church appears (asto their Memy | 

berſhip of his Inviſible Church, from our | ( 
Adverſaries granting them Eternal Lite,and | 

. all Priviledges belonging to ſuch Meme | 1 

0 

b 

( 

c 


bers) and that they are alſo Members of 
Chrifts Viſible Church, will appear thus:, 
z. The Children of the Fews were Wi 
Baxter's their Parents Church-members under the | 
—_ Low, which Law is not yet Repcaled by 
mb. a ; 
- 26. 2. The Children of the Converted Jews 
Peur. 3!. Joſt not their Priviledges, but till remained 
11,12: Church-members, for Chriſt did not 1n- 
fringe, bur rather enlarge the Priviled 
of lis People, And St. Peter ſeems to ul 
this asa great motive to induce the Fews t0 
37,38, Clo'c with Chriſt, that though they ha 
39. , Crucified 


o 
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Crucifigd the Lord of Life, their Promiſed 
and ExpeQted Megizh, yet they Repentin 
and being Baprizai, i might be ſaved, an 
' might find Mercy-for themſelves and their 
fed allo for > b. Covenant and Promile 
is ſtill ro You and to-your Scecd. 
3- The Gentiles are' through Chriſt ad» yg, |. 
micred to equal Priviledges with the Fews3, x1, x5, 
the Children of Parents who did not be- 25. 
lieve, were Excluded, therefore the Chil- Faxter, 
+ bf TY | . Þ. 20. 
dren of Parents believing, were reccived. 
4- The Jews ſhall with their Children 
be recalled into a ſhate of Church-mem- |, 
berſhip at: their Conycrſion , therefore 25, 26, 
doubtleſs the Children of Believing and 27. 
Converted Genti/es are Church-members. 
5. Children are either Members of the 
Viſible Church of Chriſt, or ele are viſibly 
| of Satans Kingdom, There is no Medinme 
berween theſe two, all appertain cither ro 
Chriſt or Satan. Now, let them and us 
| conſider how diſmal a Doftrine theirs is 
which makes all cheChildren of the World 
| of the Viſible Kingdom of Satan, and fo 
denies us any good grounds for the ho 
of cheir Salvation. And how ſtrangely 
their Thoughts are . linked together in 
anting Children all the Priviledges of 
hurch-members, as Pardon of ſin, and 
Eternal Life, and fo eftecm them of Chriſts 
layifible Church, ng yet Excommunicate 


chem 
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A;t. 11. then out. of his Viltble Church; '- and! to 
; Eur countenance this, rhey \'calummate- Scrip» 
per, re, and ay, the Old Teſtament-way of 
Gran- bringing of Children inrotheChurch is caſt 
ram's out; and that Children are not mentioned 
4 Res as received in the New Teſtament, about 
GR '* which the Author Cited ſpends fome leaves, 
which Calumny may eaſily be wiped off, 

and his leaves blown away, as tw the force. 

of their Arguments inſt tisz for «cat 

never be proved that Children are in any 

place by Chriſt rejefted and excluded the 
Covenant , Diſcipleſhip., and Church- 
memberſhip; and- it 1s/ fully proved, arid 

mult be granted they were in the Coye- 

nant, wcre Diſciples and Church-members 

before Chriſt. But-it by the Old Teſta- 
ment-way of bringing in Children into-the 
Church. þcing calf our: "They meat: nor 

w infringe the Priviledge of Children, rhe 

Subject of this Argument, -but to ſhew che 

way of their Admiſhon into the Church to 

be alrcred, we grant it, it being formerly 

Gran- gone by Circumciſion, and now by Bap- 
| Chriſtians fiftm. As forthe {everal Leaves premiled, 
'  #rimi- the (um of all of them is ro prove that in 
| tive, &c, the Churchrs at Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Oe: 
| TL 2. p.2. ro whichthe Apoſtles wrete, there was yo 
cap. 2- mention. of Childven: Therefore he ga- 


w_ , thers Children not ro be Church-members; 
27) -and tro haye-no Right to. Baptie, The 


force 
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force of which Arguing may be rendred 
vald two ways, 

1. By ſhewing Reaſons why Childrens 
Baptiſm 4nd Church-memberſhip are not 
menrioned in the New Teſtament, which 
all do m due time. 

2. By diſtinguiſhing between the Church 
then and now. Then it was in Gather- 
ing, and now Gathered: Then only the 
Heads of Families, Maſters, Parents, and 
other Adulc Converts are written to, and 
taken Notice of to be Baptized, and to be Acts 1, 
acconnred Church-members; bur yet we [92.3 
find whole Families Baptized, and leveral jg. * * 
Saints greeted with the Church of God in a Tim. 4 
ſuch an Houſe, which may as reaſonably 19: 
inſer the Children and Servants of ſuc eg 
Families ro have been Baptized, and to | Cr5is 
have been reckoned Church-members.,and 1, 
we may as reafonably believe there were 1 Thel.4. 
Children in forme of their Houſes and Fa- 25 
milies who were Baptized, as they can 
confitencly deny it. So that I ſee not what 
force thoſe many words in ſeveral Leaves 
bave againſt onr eſteeming Infants Church- 
mcrmbors;. and if rhat be granted, we have 
_ the Rationality of their being Bap- 
rized; | 
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ARGUMENT VII 


They who are Diſciples of Chriſt may be Bap- 
tized. But Children are Diſciples of Chrif, 
Therefore Children.may be Baptized. 


| that Propoſition of Childrens being 

Chriſts Diſciples be made good, none 

will ſurely deny them Baptiſm. Yer left 
{ich Oppoſers may occur, I ſhall proye 
both Propoſtions. And 

Major, That thoſe who are Diſciples of Chriſt 
may be Baptized, is thus proved. 

1. This was the way of Diſcipling or 
Collefting Perſons out of Heathenifm or 
Judaiſm ro Chriſt. A diſtinguiſhing Mark 
berwcen Chriſts Diſciples ang Heathens ot 
Jews. Therefore Diſciples of Chriſt may 
be Baptized. 

2. Expreſs Textsof Scriprure command- 
ing ir, eſpecially rhe ſubjeR of this preſent 

Mat, 48. Diſcourſe, the words of our Saviours In- 
19. fimtionof Baptiſm being, Go Diſciple al 
Nations, Baptizing them. 
3. The Avoſtles Praftice was ſuirable, 
a. 16, WPO Baptized all the Converts as ſoon «) 
- _ ' they were Converted, and fo became Dt- 
”?* ſciples. And by this treble cord may our 
yo 
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Adverſaries be drawn to ſee Baptiſm dul 
applicable ro thoſe who are Diſciples, whic 
Children will appear to be, thus. Minor, 

Children are Diſciples of Chriſt. 
| - 1. God and Chriſt owns them as ſuch, Att 15: 
The Yoak that the: Fews would have laid %» > 1% 
[upon the new Converted Gentiles was 
Grcumaibion, which pcrtained to Chi]- 
| dren who were to be Circumciled the 
Eighth Day, and yet is laid roo upon the 
Diſciples Necks. Nor was itan caſte Yoak, 
but might admit of what the Texts cx- 
preſſe about it, that it was a Yoak which 
neither they nor their Fathers were able to 
bear. Moſes was called by his Wite, A ga. 4 
Bloody Husband, bzcaule of it. . And the 2g, 
Shechemites found it an intolerable Yoak, Gen. 24+ 
in chat they were (lain, when Circumciſfed, 3 25: 
before they were whole. 

2. They are D ſciples, in that though 
Man cannot Teach them, yet God can, 
and may, ” he hath given us ſome in- 
ſtances of is Teaching {everal from the 
Womb: lr is not in the Power of the molt 
Eloquent Preacher by the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gurents, or moſt inviting Mortives, to 
Diſciple- a Soul to Chriſt withour Gods , ._ , 
co-working; who, as he is pleaſed ordi- | 
narily to work by means, yet can, and 
hath wrought without means, haying re- 
(eryed this nab to himſelf. _ 

pi 1C 
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he can, and hath Taught ſeveral Children, 


Jer. r.s. as Feremiah and St. fohn may inſtance; 
Lyke 1, ya, he hath promiſed tro Teach them. 


IG, $;, And how date we forbid Warer to Bap- 
13. tize thoſe who may have received the Hol 


John 6. Ghoſt as well as we> Nay, probably may. 
4s - be more Diſciples of Chriſt than our ſelves 
po * 1% What would this be but a ſetting our felves' 
"In Gods ſtead, and determining who are 
his Dilciples, and conſequently who ſhall; 
be ſaved? eh 
Luke 18, 3: Chriſt commands the Receiving them 
16, 17. in his Name, and owns them as Heirs of 
Mar. 19. the Kingdom of Heaven, and aflures us, 
+."M that they who receive them, receive him, 
_ * which ſurcly declares their Ditciplcſhip, 
ms And how know we but we may refuice ant 
rez*& a Chriſt in them by refuſing of 
them. 7 | 
4. They are capable of being Subjc&ts 
in Earthly Kingdoms , and Members of 
Chriſts Church 8& Kingdom, are owned by 
God as his Servants, and then we may own 
them as Diſciples. And merhinks che An.- 
baptits, who grant to them their enjoving 
of thoſe Bleſſings Chriſt-hath Promiled- to 
his Diſciples, may well account of t1em as 
Diſciples, and if that be-granted, certainly 
It is very Reaſonable to admix them to 
Baptitm. ' | * OnotTw 


ARGUMENT 


; Baptiſm of Trifavts Vindieated 
ARGUMENT VIIL 


To whom Ghriff grants impoſition of Hands, 
to them belongs Baptiſh. But to Childrl bn 
Chriſt proviets impotion's Hands. Thete- 
fore #0 them belongs Beptiſnr. 


H [$ Arpuffictic may admit of ſome 

' Explatiation, AY Dfipn 3 ing here 
to intruduce, Scriptare, ad Chriſts 'E&- 
ample. - {t' was baryien Chriſt 4nd his 
Apoſtles, as berweeti Siperiour and Infe- 
riour Miniſters4n the Church, Chriſt ex- 
exciſed rhe chitteſt, they the other Offices 


'in the Chutch and Miniſtry. Chriſt Bap- 


35 


tized none himſelf, the Apoſtles Baptized, 19M 4; 


and he Confirmed; or faid Hands on the 2: 
Baptized. So that if Cliriſt grant impoſi- 
tion of Hands toChildren, ir in the Order 
of Ordinances preſuppoſerh their Bapriſm, 
or cap: ty for Baptiſm; becauſe, 


1. In the Order of Otdinances impoſi- Heb, 5.2. 


tion of Hands, or Confirmation ſaccceds 
Baptiſm. 

2. It is a Confirmarion by .a Syperiour 
of the Truth of that Doarine i imo which 
the Perſon was Baptized by an Infero'tr 
Miniſter, and alſo a Teſtifying of the 
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receiving the Baptized Perſon into Chriſt | 
Church. mmeneing 

J. The very Anabaptifts Pradtice impo. | 
ſition of Hands aftcr Baptiſm,' as likewiſe | 
did the Apoſtles,and all Chriſtian Churches 
do, {o that from the PraQtice of them(elyes 
I preſume they will grant thoſe to have a 
Right to Baptilm that are capable of being ' 
admitted to the other Ordinance of Laying 
on of Hands. 

Therefore I thall prove ve Minor. 

That Chriſt granted impoſition of Hands 


to Children, which appears, 
I. From the ex Tos declaring the 
Subje& on whom Chriſt laid Hands, which 
Mat. rg, Was not Adult Perſons, Men and Women, 
buy by the Teſtimony of rwo Evangeliſts, 
I <. tle Children: They were we which 
73, 16 '1$ a diminutive of «75, and denotes little, 
' * little Children; and indeed the Geſture of 
Chriſt towards them declares as much, in 
that he took them up in his Arms; nor is 
the Aion of the People inconſiderable in 
this matrer, who brought then to Chriſt, 
both which imply they were Little Ones, +} 
who could nor come alone, elſe need they 
not to have been brought ; nor ſtand alane, 
elſe Chriſt might have laid his Hands on 
them ſtanding, without taking them up 
into his Arms. | 


2. Ihe 
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- 2. The Ordinance it (elf declares it, it 
. Was impoſition oft Hands; Chrift laid his 
| hands on them, and Bleſſed them, (aith the 
|. Text, which 

t. Is in the very words the Holy Ghoſt 
expreſicth that Ordinance of Chrifts 
Church, Confirmation, both in the Ori- 
ginal Text and our I ranſlation, eniN:s war, rg, 
q 61p3 1,6mMrie T's yeregs> laying on of Hands. 1. 
' And Chriſt laid hu hands on them. 

2. T hat this impoition of Hands was 
an Ordinance and no common Laying on 
. of Hands, may calily be gathercd, becauſe 
here is no mention of the Childrens being 
411, or labouring under any Malady, to be 
Cured by Cahriſts touch, which might 
move Chnit ro lay Ha ids on them, in 
order to their Curc. | | 

3. Chriſt did not at any time lay hand 
.on, Pray, and Bleſs for the healing any 
' Malady, as he did ar this time. 

4- It reters to a Spiritual good by our 
Saviours Reaſon given why he laid hands 
on them, Theirs, or of ſuch is the Kingdom 
' oof Heaven. I hcy belong tro my Church 
here, and ſhall partake with me of my 
Glory hercafter. 

Belides this Argument, thele Texts ad- 
mir of many more for Infant Baprilm; lo 
that our Church hath Prudently choſen it 
as one Realon tor us Praftice, wherein of 

bs 
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1. A double _ tending to it, f. Af- 
firmatively, Suffer little Children to come 
unto me. 2. Negatively, Forbid them mt. 
By both which our Saviour ſhewsthe earn- 

tneſs of hisdefires, Children ſhould come, 
and his unwillingneſs they ſhould be hih- 


dred, & m9 Tv daddy eggs txror, from comin 


to him, or becoming (as the yery wor 
impor) Probate of him. 

2. Ic was to a vilible Mercy; Chriſt 
could have beſtowed on them Internal Fa- 
yours, nor could his Diſciples hayehindred 
them from receiving them, or from being 
Members of Chriſts Inviſible Church, but 


becaule they obſtructed their coming to |- 


Chriſt ro accept of a Viltble Mercy, ant 
of an outward Privil:dge belonging to 
Chriſts Viſible Church, he is diſpleaſed. 


3- The Diſpleaſure of Chriſt againſt his | 


Diſciples for this fault is Emphatically ex- 
preſſed, nwvtznm He was very Angry with 


'them, 1o as ſeverely to chide them. for it, 


as the Publ'ck Reproof they had declates. 
Let us take heed we incur not the like, 
keeping from him thoſe whom he bids to 
be be admirted to him. 

4. The expreſſion of Chrift concerning 
the Chiliren whom he Bleſſed, declaring 


| [reurwy] of thoſe very Infants or Children 


q 4A%%. 
, "/ $6 


and of rheir Species is the Kingdom of 


Hear'en, az,it includes. the preſent ſtate'6f 
Grace, 


[comming his 
 [thent, ag,s fa$6r, to be Prolelytes to Me, 
jor let the 
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Grace, and the furure ſtate of Glory. 
F. Their oming to Chriſt i their be- 
Diſciples or Prolelyres, Swffer 


m be received as my Diſciples. 
And how can Children be bronghttoChrilt, 


| or come to be his Proſelyres and Duciples 
mder a Goſpel Oeconomy, unlels by 'Bap-' 


tm, as the Jews were tormerly under the 


[Law by Circumciſion. 


This Text rightly conſidered might 11- 


to our Practicc. 


——_ 
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ARGUMENT 1X. 


dren to the Covenant, it entitles them to 
Baptiſm." But the Faith of the Parents 
entitles the Children to the Covenant. 
Therefore the Faith of the Parents entitles 
the Children to Baptiſm. 


. 

N this Argument , the Grand Enquiry 

1s, the Befiefrs reſulting to the Children 
of Belicying Parents, from their Parents 
Believing, And it being manifeſted thar 
the Parents Faith entitles the Children to 
the Covenant, we haye Proved the Con- 
; Kkquence, 


lence all Oppoſers, and gain their conſent 


If the Faith of the Parents entitles the Chil- 


; J : 
, 
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ſequence, That they being in Covenang, 


ought to be Baptized. 
And that the Faith of the Parent doth 


entitle Children ro the Covenant and its. 
' Bleſſings and Priviledges, I thus Prove, 


1. Scriptures ſeem clear in it, when St 
Peter had Converted the Fews, he pro- 


, poſeth to them, a ae be Chriſt,and 


adds the Covenant then to be to them and 
to their Sced. And that place already urged 


+ manifeſts the Child, though but of one 
Believing Parent, to be in Coyenant with: 


God, and fo eſteemed Holy, 


2. If Children of Believers had no Right 


to the Bleſſings of the Covenant, in vain 
are our Prayers for them; but we believe 
and know that our Prayers are helpful and 
ſerviceable to then, and obtain Bleſlings 
for them. 
3- The Faith of Parents amongſt the 
Jews entitled their Children to the Co- 
venant, the Belief of the Proſelyte rendred 
all his Children capable of Circumciſion ; 
and the like Promiſes and Priviledges are 
granted to and cnjoyed by Chriſtians. 
- 4+ We find the Jayfor inſtructed to Bcz 
lieve, and preſently & ineivy 71 «pg, in the 
very ſame hour, not only him , bur all 
was him 2g 552 forthwith were Bap- 
tzCcd. 


R 5. Elſe 


l ; 
x Pr * 
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5. Elf _ 1s no difference obſeryed 
herween our Children and thoſe of Tur 

[and Infidels, but ours would be equally with Ephe. 2. 
theirs without Chriſt, which is a Myſtery 17> '& 
mknown to the et Fog a thing not to 

be credired by us ſince Chriſt, 

6. Lydia and the Jaylor, &c. being in- , q, + 
ruted, we may ſuppoſe believed the Doe \,, ar, 
trine made known, yet on their Believing, 33. 
their whole Families were Baptized, agree- Gen. 17- 
able to what hath been premiſed concern- 7- 

Jing Abraham and others, who believin 
n+p were Circumciſed and a 
their Families. So that I bumbly luppole 
we may genuinely infer from theſe Rea- 
ſons,” that Children by Right of che Faith” 
of their Believing Parents are receivgd m- 
to Covenant by God, and have been,.and - 
ought to be received to the Seal of that 

Covenant by Man, 
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ARGUMENT X 


i 
Thoſe who are Capable of the Kingdom of [Uh 
Heaven are Capable of Baptiſm. Put | 


Heaven. Therefore Children are Capab 


: H E Major Propoſition of rhis Arpi 
_ T ment, Proving their capabiliry of Ba Ki 
tiſns who are capable of the Kingdonyef | 
Heaven, relyerh on theſe grounds. # 
” x, The greater includes the leſs : Bat it 
is a greater thing to be fit Subjefts for Hey 
ven, than to be fit for Baptiſm. Many ate | - 
Baptized, who: ſhall not be ſaved, but al 

who ſhall be ſaved, are fit for and capable 

of Baptiſm. | 

2. The Requifites for Baptiſm are far 

© Beb, 13, More neceſſary to Salvation, as Faith, Re- 
{ pentance; and it Children in Gods efteem 

ev. 21. be ſuch, who are capable of enjoying 
= M Heaven as well as-Believers, then ſure we 
_—_ _y account them SubjeQs fit for Bap- 
tiſm. | 
3. The Kingdom of Glory, of which 
they ſhall be partakers hereafter, implyeth 
and preſuppolcth their being in a _ of 
race, 
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3race, and of the Church of Chriſt here, Epheſ. 5: 
nd- if of Chrifts Church , they may be 2% 
aptized. | 

4. It ſeems unreaſonable and nnchriſtian 
o deny an external {ign to thoſe to whom 
Uhriſt Hath granted the internal Grace, 
md declares he will receive to eternal - 
ry. TE | | 
So that Reaſonably it may be granted, 
hoſe who are capable of the Kingdom af 
Heaven, are capable of Baptiſm. 
And that Children are capable of the Minor. 
Kingdom: of Heaven, appears, 
| 1. From our Saviours expreſs words, Mar. rg, 
wimy, of theſ& very Children, and nxmimy, 16 | 
of {uch like Children alſo is the Kingdonr —_—_ 
of Heaven. 16, as 
2. From the Conſet t of the Anabaptifs, | 
who grant Salyation to all Children, and 
therefore are the more to blame to deny 
them Baptiſm. ' 
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ARGUMENT X1. I 


All who are Believers ought to be Baptized, 
But Children are Believers. Therefore ot 
Chillren ought to be Baptized. i 


| | It 
Mor, Ti E Major Propoſition will ſcarce be 'T 
denycd by our Adverſaries, Who Plead | 
«fo much for Faith before Baptiſm. I ſhall |{ 
© therefore adhere to the Proof of the Miz |#? 
"Thar Child Bel W b 
YR 1at Children arc Belieyers. hich 1W 
MInYr- {thus Prove. Ine 
1. All to whom Chriſt will impure un-, |tÞ 
Mark x6, Þ£lict, ſhall be _—_ bur ng he 
de 


1', | their own Arguinegs, all Children ſha ſh 
faved: \Whence follows, that Chriſt and 
they eſteem them not as Unbelievers. |; | 


2. Chriſt expreſly calls chem Believers. |! 

He took a little Child (ni ales] and fet him || 

Mar. x8, 7”! the midſt of the wy and ſaid, who- | a 
$6, Joever ſhall offend one of theſe little Ones that | V 
Mark 9. Believe on me, it were better that a Milfone 
3660 were hanged about hs Neck, and that he | 
ſhould be ca into the depth of the Sea. Here | 

is a lirtle Child, or, as the word properly | 
lignifies, a very little Child, and yer a |" 
Bclicycr on Chriſt, Let us then take = a 
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of offending tuch by denying them Bap- 
um, as1t they were Unbelievers, becaule 
we know not but thar very Child we re» 
fuſe as an Unbeliever, may be in Gods 
etecm a Belieyer. For, 
3. God hath Choſen, Called, SanQified 
ome from the Womb, and lo may he j,,, , 
have done thoſe Infants we reſule ro Bap- 5, © 
tzc, for ought appears to us o the con- 
trary. 
- 4- God grants to them what he Promi- Luke r. 
ſeth to Believers. He accepts of them into 15 
. G Rom. 4. 
Favour, imputes to them the Benefirs of | 
Chritts Death, is the God of them, and john 3. 
will receive them to Heaven and Happi- 16. 
neſs, which he would nor do it he eſteemed $85 2 
them as Unbelievers, fince without Faich 37, _ 
he hath declared noi.c can pieale God, or 6, 
ſhall be ſaved. Rev. 21. 
5- Though they have nct Actual Fairh 8. 
demonſtrable to Man, yer they may have 
the Sced of Faith and its habit wronght on 
them by God, fince they are in his efteem 
accounted as Fairhfnl, and have the Pri- 
viledges of Believers. 
\ 6. They are in Covenant with God, as 
we havealready Proved, which Covenant 
þ betwixe God and Believers; and if we 
ettcem them not as ſuch, we grant them 
no Priviledge as Children aboyec the Turks 
and Pagans, 
I 7 i 
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| 7. It only true Bclieyers be ſubjects of 

Baptiſm, then is there no ſubject on whom 

| the Miniſter can confer Baptiſm diſcernable 
to Men, becaule we know not who are 
eruc Believers, and may Baptize Hyp6- 
crites, while we pals by true Believers, 
And .it ſcems to be an 5 (von of Gods 
Prerogative of Judging our Brother, in 
ccniuring ſome to be Unbelievers, and re- | + 
jeCting them from Baptiſm, whoſe Souls | 
may be equally Precious to God with thoſe 
we adnilt, 

8. It the Judgment of Charity be ad- 
mitted, and thele ought to be Baptized, on 
whoſe Protetiion of Faith we have Reaſon 
in Charity to think Believers. Then ſnrely 
it is very Rational to Baprtize Infants, whom 
in Gods and Chriſts cſteem we have Proved | / 
to be Believers, to whom they will not 
impute the {in of Unbelict, on whom they 
are pleaſed to beſtow the Mercies promiſed | I 
ro Believers, and who can neither play the |t 

wins Hypocrite with God, nor diſlemble with ]c 
againſt 1s; Whereas Adult Perſons, whole Hearts |t 
Danvers, we cannot ſcarch, may make a Profcifion 
2-34:5% of the Faith of Chriſt for ſome {iniſter ]a 
ends, and (elt-reipefts, ro affect a fingr- | 
farity, and to obtain othcrs Charity, and |a 
yet they may be Hypocritical before God. ' Jr 

T hus have I endeavoured to Prove In- | 


my my A©Y PPAR Hd nd AaA+ 


( .. | 


ſants Believers, and then according to the 
very 
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very Anahaptiſts own Pica.thcy qught tobe 
Baptized. And here we mzay lament their 
Folly, who Diflent from us, when as in 
Chriſtian Moderation Belicycrs arc Bap- 
ized by us as well ag them. And they having 
no juſt cauſe of Separation, ate indeed the 
morc culpable. | 


—_ tt. 


£ FRI ts 


(p——mo—— —— <—_— 


ARGUMENT XII 


They who are capable of the Ends of Baps 
tiſm, may be Baptized. But Children are 
capable of the Ends of Baptiſm, Therefore 
they may be Baptized. 


Baprilm; for it the Minor be true, 
That Children are capable ot the 
| Ends of Baptiſm, nothing leems to hinder 
theit being Baptized. And therefore l ſhall 
chiefly aim to Prove Children capable of 
the End; of Baptiſm, which are thele, 

1. Towards God, the Ends of Baptiſm 
are, 
| 1. To be as a Covenant between God 
and the Soul. And Chi.dren may be ad- 
mitted into Covenant, their Youngneſs 
{doth not hinder their cnjoying any Mercy 
from God, nor deprive them of being 
deyoted to God, F. 2 2. fs 


OPER Mos 
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2. As a' Scal to Ratifie the Promiſes of 
the Covenant, which may be applycd to | © 
Infants. We are carcful co Enſure our E- | 
ſtates to our Children in this World; and | 4 
though they be Young, yet are they not |t 
thereby-deprived. of their Birth-right, or 
rendred incapable of having * an Eſtate | 
made (ure to, or ctitailed upon them. And 

cet ſome are unwilling that God ſhould | c 
inſure and Scal ro them the Benchits of | £ 
Chriſt by-the Scal of the Covenant of Bap- | t 
tilm. c 

3. It is a ſign of God and Chrifls re- | 1 
Dev. 6.5, Cctving Children as their Diſciples and Scr- 
Epheſ.6. vants, to which ſtate Children are capable | 1 
1,4 of being admitted, and whom God hath | ( 

cngaged the Parents ſo to Devore. | 

' 4: Ir is a diſtinguiſhing note hetween 

Chriſtians and Heathens; bur the Infancy | 

of our Children doth not ſo incapacitarte | Þ 

chem, as we ſhould look on them bur as | ( 

Heathens. ] 

5. Ir is an enfring of the Soul into Cove | 2 

nant with God, to continue his Fauhtul 

Souldier and Servant to his Lifes end. And 

thus they arc capable of being enraged, 

ſeeing it is the great Duty of Chriſtianity 

to perform ir, containing nothing more 

than what Religion calls for. A ceaſing 
from {in, and doing well. 


6. TI hey 
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6. They are as capable of all the Ends 
of Baptiſm, as che Children of the Fews 
were capable of the Ends ot Circumcition. 
And then theſe may as realonably be Bap- 
tized, as they were Circumciſcd, 

2. The Ends of Baptiſm, :elating ro 
Man, arc, 

| I. ThatParentsmight devatetheir Chil- 
dren to Gorls Service by this Baptilmal En- 
gagement, Which they are: capable of, in 
that they are in the Power of the Parent to 
diſpoſe of and Educate (as God hath com- 
manded ) in his Fear. 

2. That che Baptized might enjoy the 
Ben*fits of the Covenant of Grace through 
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Chriſt, of all which Benefits, even of © 


Heaven its felt, Children are capable. 
3. Thatthe Baytized might be amongſt 


Men owned and reputed as Chriſtians and * 


Members of Chriſts Church ; and this alſo 
Children are capable of, whom ir ſeems 
hard to account as Hearhens, when they 


are the Children of Chriſtians. 


F 
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ARGUMENT XIII 


Whom the Church of Chriſt hath ever re. 
cerved to Baptiſm , may ffill be Baptized, 
But the Church of Chrif hath ever 're- 
ceived Children to Baptiſm. Therefore 
Children may be Baptized. 4 


A $ for the Church of God among the 
Jews, it is evident that they received 
Children to Circumciſion, ro which Bap- 
rilm fuccceds. Nor hath the Church of 
Chriſt ſince its Inſtitution ever denyed Chil- 

dren Baptiſm, as will appear, 

I. In that for many hundreds of Years | 
walkers the Queftion was nor moved,nor the Point 
_" doubred of as to its Lawfnlaels. ' And in- 
p. 21g. Aced there was litcle Reaſon for ſuch 3 
r 254 Qoubt. conſidering that Children were Cir- 
walkers cumci{cd under the Law, and fo admitted 
rs F 11to Cpyenant, who were equally pnca- 

p 4 13. Pable of that, as our Children are now of 
\* -* Baptiſm; nor was that Covenant Repeal- 
cd, or Children any where excluded ir, or 
pur Priviledges by Chrift infringed, bur ra- , 
ther cnlarged. ob 
_ Himiny 2. The Reformed Churches, who have 
Y Con- eſpouted Chrilts Deftrine moſt purely, has g 
RE | 


* 
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unanimoufly Praftiſcd it, as their ſeveral 
Confethons atteſt: And in our Nation, in 

our Saxon King Ina's timc, about 692 Year 

of Chriſt, a Child wasto be Baptized with- Waſkers 
in Thirty days, tuider_pain of the For- 0. 
feirure of Thirty ſhillings. Gn. 

| 3. In thi ſeries of Scriptures, Hiſtory, p. 1:6. 
and the'PraQtice of the Cliurch, what con- 
cerneth the Baprizing of Bclievers, and 
Sinners Confetling their ſins, hath reſpect 

to thoſe Adult Perſons Converted from 
7udaiſm of Gentilifm when the Church was 

firſt Conſtituting: And in all Ages thoſe 

who were brought up unbaptized through 

their Parents or others Negligence, or con- 

tempt of the Ordinance, or areConyerred 

to Chriſtianity ,- have given account of as for 
their Faith, and ſtill do in the Prattice of wa es 
our Church, bctore they are Baptized: But of Riper 
after a Church is Conſtituted, and Perſons 7e«rs, 
Converted, thoſe thus in a Conirured 
Church had their Children ever eſteemed 
capable of being admitted ro Baptiſm. 

4- The deterring of Baptiſm amongſt ; 
the Ancients was not from their Queſtioning walkers 
the Lawfulnels of Infant Baptiſm, bur from 4tdcft 
ſeveral Opinions they had about the Efi- F/ea, in 
cacy of Baptiſm, as to the Pardon of Sing *!9s 
by ir, and the danger of finning aker ir, 

So that theſe Opinions, whereof ſome 

might be crrancous, *cannot rake away 
SF 0 wa 
WET) 
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what was juſtly and Lawſully PraQtiſed by 
Walker's Gods People before Chriſt, and even'trom 
Modeſt the * Apoſtles time ſince Chriſt, Therefore 
3.219.to 20t only from Scripture and Reaſon, but 
254 from good Antiquity Children arc Law- 
+ Philpot fully Baptized. | 
the Mar- This Argument drawn from Antiquity 
hc 45, and the Praftice of the Church of Chriſt 
».3. 693, for ſo many Centurics, ſo univerlally by 
608, 6:9 all true Chriſtian Churches, by Reformed 
at large. as well as Popiſh. Though it hath not ſo 
great force with the Vulgar, who are in- 
capable of the Rational deduftion of its | 
Lawfulneſs from this PraCtice, yer to the | 
2030 Chriſtian it prevails much, the 
raftice being no ways oppoluc to, but | 
agreeing with Scripture, eaſily deduced 
from it, the receiving of the Prattice by 
the Apoſtles implics its Praftice in Chriſti- | ' 
ans, and from Him and Them hath it been 
received and retained in the Church to our 


days,and will be while Chritt hach a Church 
upon Earth. 
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ARGUMENT XIV. 


That Dottrine which \introduceth many un- 
chriſtian Conſequences is erroneous. But 
the Dottrine of the Anti-pedobaptiſts in- 
traduceth many ' unchriftian Conſequences. 
Therefore the Dottrime of the Anti-pedo- 
baptiſts © erronea. 


| 4 hh E Major Propoſition muſt be un- Major. 
deniably true. For that Doctrine that 
introduceth many or any unchriſtian Con- 
: ſequences muſt needs err from the Rule of 
Chriſtianity. 

The Doctrine of the Anti-pedobaptifis, Minor. 
whereby they deny Baptiſm to Infants, m- 
troduceth many unchriſtian Conſequences, 

as appears. 

1. Jr oppoſeth the whole current of Scrip- 
rure, nullifies many Scripture Promiſes and 
Priviledges, and deſtroys the Covenant of 
Grace, as te premiſed Pages manitcſt. 

2. Ir reduceth the World into Gentiiifm 
or Heathemſm again , and makes Chriſts 
Church always gathering, never vathered> 
always inſticuting, and never eſtabliſhed. . 

3. Ir excludes Children the Covenant of 
Grace and its Seals, denics their Foy: 

'p 
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ſhip or Memberſhip with Chriſt and his 
Church, they owning no viſible Church 


of Chriſt on Farth but their own Syna- | 


ogues, and eſteem all us who are not of 
their way, as Perſons who are not vilible 
Members of Chriſt; whence we may cafil 
gue their Charity and hopes of our Sal 
vation. 
4 it introduceth genuinely a deſpair of 


Salvation of our Children; for we cannot. 


have any good: grounds for the hopes of 
Salvation of thoſe whom we think not to 
belong to the Covenant of Grace, ſo as to 
be uncapable of its Seal, out of the Church, 
ſo as to be unfit for Baptilm z out of the 
way to Salvation, fo as to be no Diſciples 
of Chriſt, nor Believers, which implies 
our eſteeming them as Unbelievers, whoſe 
end is eternal Miſery. And though they 
will not ſay fo of our Children, yet I am 
{ure ſome of their Teachers have faid foof 
themſelves, that we are no viſible Mem- 
bers of Chriſts Church, nor are ina viſible 


way to Salvation. 


5. This Dotrine is injurious to Chriſt, 
and readers him a kind of Impoſtor, wha 
hereby is made not a Mediator of a better 
Covenant than that with the Jews before 
him. And while he Promiſeth to admit 
the Gentiles to equal Priviledges through 
him, to What the Jews had before _ 2 

maxcs 
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makes both the Jews and our Priviledges 

ks by the excluding the Children of us; 

| and of all Converted Jews, the Covenant, 

ind debarting them the Seal of it, Bap- 
tm, when as the Fews before their Cons 
yerfiorn had their Children reckoned in the 
Covenant, and received to its Seal, Cir- 
cumciſion. 

6, Ir equals the Children of Chriſtians 
with the Children of Tarks and Heathens; 
and then ſure this DoQrine mutt be Erro- 
neous. 


The Form and SubjeCt of Baptiſm bemg 
hitherto conſidered , and the Chriſtianity 
and Rationality of Infant Baprilm decla- 
red, together with rhe Anbaptifts corrnþ- 
tion in relpeQ of the Form, and the abſurd 
Conſequences of their DoQrine as to the 
ſubjeEt of Baptiſm being derefted; I pro- 
cecd to conſider | 

The Mode of Baptizing laid down, by Third 
our Saviour, and exprefled in the word pare of 
Bei#rlovfs, Beptizing them 5 whence the Text. 
Ariabiaptifts Plead ſolely for dipping, and 
account that no Baptiſm whidh is not fo 
ne: _ wp Church Fn in- 
diftcrently of cither dipping ot ſprinkling. 
[ ſhall therdfofe ſhew, Al FO 
. 1- The Indifferency and Lawfulnef of 
rach Mode in Baptiſm. 
Get] 2. ihe 
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2. The unteaſona/jJeneſs of that Abſo. 
lute nece(ſity of that dipping the Anabaps 
tifts have eipoulſed. - 

3. The Reaſonablenels of performing 
it by ſprinkling. 

1. The AQ of dipping or ſprinkling 
may indifferently be uſed in Baptiſm with- 
os nullifying the Ordinance: As appears 
thus, 

I. It is as an indifferent thing left to the 


Prudence of the Church of Chriſt , whe- 


ther todip or ſprinkle, neither of them be- 


commanded, nor cither abſolutely for- 


in 
bidden by the Precept Baptizing. 

2. It cannot nullifie Baptiſm, being but 
an external Ceremonial part and mode of 
performing ir, the Form or Efſence of Bap- 
tilm remaining in the Baptizing of a fit 
Perſon in re of the Sacred T rinity. 
Thercfore our Diſſenting Brethren arc to 
blame to make our Baptiſm to beeſſentially 


corrupted, and not ro be accounted Bap- * 


riſm, becauſe nor performed by dipping 
Nor is their Folly lels deplorable, in Sepa- 
rating from that Church where Baptiſm is 
erfcftiy and rightly adminiſtred as to the 
Pfonce of. it, on the account of a bare cx- 
ternal mode of Adminiſtration. 
.- The word by which the manner of 
Adminiſtration of this Ordinance is ex- 
preſſed Bemr/7a equally admits of both ſig- 


nifica- 
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mfications, dipping and ſprinkling, as is Walker's 
granted by the beſt Criticks, and is obyious Po#rine 
tw the Obſervant Eye of any Intelligent 7" 
Reader of Sacred Wrir, in too many places "yg 
to be cited , as the Marginal Citation At 64. 
large proves. | Either A& then may be in- 
rended by Chriſt in the Word, and be 
Praftiſed bv Chriſts People in the Church. 

4. TI he Sacramental Waſhings under the 
Law were by both dipping and (prinkling, Num-19- 
which mighr Typihe the Indifterency of —_=ÞR 
either in our Baprizing. ny 
5- Both anſwer what is ſignified by Bap- Heb. 9. 
tim. A Waſhing or Purifying from fins, 13: 
filth, and an evit Conſcience; and a Bu- = Oy 
rying with Chriſt in Baptiſm ; which place, gom. 6. 
though ObjeQted againſt us, hath little or 3, 4. 
no force in it againſt our Praftice. For, Col. 2- 
1. Farth is poured on the dead Body in '*: 
its Burial, and it is nor put under the Earth. 
Therefore this rather Pleads for our Practiſe 
of pouring Water on the Baptized Perſon, 
than for its being dipped or plunged under 
Water. 
2. It it be urged that the Perſon Buried 
is under rhe Earth, thcrefore the Baptized 
Perſon, in conformity to his being Buried 
with Chriſt by Bapti'm, ſhould be under 
the Water. I An(wer, that the Interred 
Corps is but under part of the Earth, and 
the Baptized Perſon by our Adycriaries can 


plead 


. 
. 
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plead no more than being under part of the 
Water wherein he was Baptized; and the | 
Child or Perſon Baptized by us is under pare | 
of Water, alſo being under that Watct | 
which is ſprinkled or thrown upon it. 
3- The Alluſton reſpe&ts more the Spiri- 
tual Ends of Baptiſm than a Literal fenje, Þ 
and implies the Baprized _— to dye ta || 
Sin, and live roRighteouſnels; nor muſt | 
a literal ſenſe be ſtrictly underſtood , fot þ 
then in conformity to our Saviours Burial; | 
the Perſon might realonably Query, whes || 
ther he ought nor to be part of three days |; 
Rom, s, WAder Warer, as Chriſt was in the Srave; | 
* which would gain few Profelytes. And as [|] 
to the Spiritual ends of Baptiſm, which } 
St. Paul feems to tell us is the mcaning of || 
the place. 
* 6. Each Actionof dipping or ſprinkling || 
is equally Obliging: Nor is a Perſon more || 
engaged to Obſerve them who is dipped, {|| 
than he who is (ſprinkled; as in the Lords 
Supper, a Motfel of Bread, and a ſmall || 
quantity of Wine received is equally Ob- || 
liging of the Communicant as an whole || 
Loaf, or a full draught, unleſs we make || 
the inward Grace, or outward Obligation | 
of the Sacraments depend upon the Mode |: 
of an outward Adminiſtration , which 1s 
unreaſonable, and unchriſtian. Therefore | 
either dipping or ſprinkling may be indi | 
ferently uled. To 
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To require Dipping as fo abſolutely ne- Dipping 
ceſlary in Baptiſm, that the Ordinance is 9 «b6- 
null unleſs fo performed (as the Anabap- _ 
tiff " py is an unreaſonable Error. Be- * © 
cauſe, | 

1. There is not one place of Scripture 
which in exprels words commands dip- 
ping. And here they are mach to blame, 
who while they cry out againſt us for want 
lof Scripture-proof for Infant Baptiſm (where- 
of this Treatiſe hath endeavoured to ma- 
nifeſt us not deſtiture.) Adhere to the 
Practice of this Mode of Baptizing by dip- 

[Ping, without the leaſt command in Scrip- 

ture; and yet with fo great Zeal or Preju- 

dice, as to declare us unbaptized Perſons, 
becaule not dipt; when as our Saviours Pre- 

cept, and the Apoſtles Praftice was to Bap- 

tize, Which word admits of both ſignifica- 
roms, nor 1s it mentioned by which they 
did it. 

2. This is to Idolize a Ceremony, and 
make that the whole of Baptiſm, which is 
but an outward circumſtance of the A&,not 
determined by Chriſt, but left indifferently 
to his Church to be uſed, ner wete obliging 
torhe Soul, nor more repreſenting the ends 
of Papriſm to the Soul than Corlabling. 

3. This ACt cannot be uſed in the pcr- 
formance of Baptiſm in all parts of the ha- 
bicable World , there being many Pon 

where 


4 


we har he ated "I" em 
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where io much Water cannot be gotten for 
many Miles together, as will {uffice tor the 
dipping of Perions over Head and Ears; as 
in hot Countrys and Mountainous Places: 
Nor is it avfilent with Chriitian prudence 

to ſuppoſe Criſt would limit ſuch an Ordi- 
nance to ſuch an Adminiſtration as coul1 
.not beinall placesat all timesperformed.Nor | 
Indeed doth he,for by his Commanding on- 
y to Baprtize, he limyrs the aCt to neither 
Diping nor Sprinkling but the word ad- 
mitting of both, he leavcsitto the prudence 

of his people to ule which was moſt con- 
venicnr, who might probably in all habi- 

table Towns get ſo much water as might 

**, . . fufficeto Sprinkle, though perhaps not fo 
_ might {erve todip Perſons in Bap- / 
tilm. ap 

4. Dipping or plunging che body over 

Baxters FJead and Ears, {cems to be an indecent 


_ action while either it is performed naked, 


ber. Or in tranſparent Garments too tpequently, 
Walker an att through thepravity of our Hearts too 
me apt to create ſuch thoughts, as become not 
Loon the Sacrednels of the Ordinance, whence 
p. 179, ſomc had made ir a Breach of the Seventh" 
Commandment 
5. Nor is it a little injurious t@ the body, 
expoſing itby reaſon of the cold tempera- 
turc of theClimare, to nota tew diſtempers 
in our Nation. Bur, as one obſeryes, the 
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Adverlary 1s lo Carnally Prudent, as not Wills a- 
to Practice their Baptizing tili warm Wea- £4" 
ther. But how conlonaut to Chriſ:s Rule, ©*nver% 
let all judge who know it was the Practice 
of the Apoltlcs uſually ro Baprize Converts ,,, wal- 
immediately upon their Converſ1on ; and i:«y'; 
if that ſhould happen in Winter, in Froſt Þ &#rine 
and Snow amonglt us in our Cold Region, Y B-pt- 
and the Convert be plunged over Head and on bs 
Fars in cold Water, who can ſuppoſe it ED 
conſiſtent with the Perſons Health > Nay, 
muſt we not reaſonably think it may en- 
danger his Hea't't and Lite roo, unleſs God 
work a Miracle in his Prelervarion, whence 
ſome have made it a breach of the Sixth mn 

Go nr Infant 
| Commandment. Now, {ince Chriſt hath church. 
Commanded no ſuch Circumſtance which member; 
is {o indecent, and may prove lo injurious 
to our Bodies,they are very blamc-worthy 
to uſe it, and the Church of Chriſt may 
prudently omit it. 

6. Plunging or dipping the Perſon Bap- yu, 
tized over Head and Ears renders him un- ,gainft 
capable, of underitanding what is done and banvers, | 
jaid for ſore ume, ſtupifices or amazcth P- #50 
the Perſon, and hinders his knowing either 
the Perſon Admuniſtring, or the Sacrament 
Adminiſtred , as kxperiecce may artcit. 

Now, certainly Chriſt would have his Or- 

dinances pertormed by an external Admi- 

niltration, wharen: the Subje&t might be 
in 
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in the neareſt capacity of underſtanding 
the ends and actions of it; and would not 
limit it to {uch a Mode that is ſo injurious 
ro the internal and external ſenſes of the 

Perſon under its Adminiſtration. 
7. We cannot reaſonably think that the 
Apoſtles did dip all they Baptized, becauſe 
it was a thing of great Labour, if hot im- 
poliible for one Man to plunge in one day 
Three T houland Perſons, *as we find Sr. 
As 2, Peter Baptized. So that I cannot appre- 
41. hend what Reaſons can be offered to fhew 
the abloJute neccſhty of Dipping in Bap- 
tizing, and I know I may fay they have |! 
no Scripture Precept for it. Thercfore ] ]' 
preſume to conclude, That Dipping is not ]? 
abſolutely neceſſary in the Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm, bur it may be rightly per- [" 
tormed, though not by dipping. 
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2.Sprink- There remains that I ſhew the Lawful- 
linLaw: NES and Reaſonablenels of Baptizing by 
ful. {prinkling: Which I ſhall thus do. 

1. Sprinkling is cqually with Dipping | 
wills « ſignificd by the word in which our Saviourg 
uy exprelied the wanner of the Adminiſtra- 

anvers, *; - : ; 
p. 254. fon of this Ordinance, Baptize, Fame: 
walkers Yea, and more congruous with its genuine 
Dee me (1pnification that dipping. For Bunrte || 
þ aſt being a derivative, can admit of no larger |? 
Dan. g. {ignification than its Primitive, B«-», || 
* | which | 


| 
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which we find in the Hiſtory of ieZuchad- 
nezzar, when like 'a Beaſt *:&«, as the 
70 renders It; He was wet Wit the Dew 
of Heaven, as our Eng/+ 1 ravilates it: 
Nor can we think he was piunged over 
Head, or dipped in the Rain or Lew, bur 
rather 1t {cems more Rational to think that 
the Dew d1d belprinkle him. 

2. | his Reprelents rhe Ends of Baptiſm 
as weil as dipping. The pouring out of Acts 2, 
the Holy Ghoſt was by ettuſ.o1 on, not 52% 7- 
by the immerſion of the Subject. T he 
Blood of Chriſt is applycd to us hy rhe ex- , , , 


[preihion of ſprinkling; and the end of be- , 


ing Buried with Chriſt, hath alrcady been geb. 12. 
proved, anſwered in our being {prinkled. 24- 

3. Texts of Analogy confirm its Rati6- He>- 10: 
nality, wherein the Type under.the Law, wives 
and the thing TI ypified under the Golpel 18. of 
by Baptiſm, are declared by ſprinkling. Bap!:ſm, 

4 There is no Vertue or Lfficacy to be 5:5 | 
placed iri the Element more jargely Ad- ***23 
miniſtred, to confer Grace, or oblige us; 

But ſprinkling as well as dipping being a 
ubmithon to the Element, equally Law- , 
ul by Chriſts Command, it is cqually cffi- 
caclous and ſignificant. 

5. Sprinkling renders the Sacrament ca- 
pable of being Adminittred ar all times, in 
all places, without that indecency and-dan- 
ger dipping, as | have proycd, is guilty of. 

G 2 6. Ihe 
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walkers fined to that Mode of dipping, but had 


Do#t. of 
Baptiſm, 
C. 10. 

p. 74. to 
153 


Obj. 1. 
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6. T hc Church of Chriſt was never con: 


ſeveral ways of Baptizing dipping or ſprink- 
ling. Whereby may appcar the treedom 
of the Church of Chriti in the indifferent 
uſe of dipping or ſprinkling, and the Pra- 
Ctice of onr Church may be {cen agreeable 
with other Chriſtian Churches. So that 
the Anabaptiſts extreamly err in account- 
Ing us as unbaptized, and in nuJlifying our 
Ordinance of Baptiſm , becauſe not Ad- 
miniſtred by dipping, which is not ſo ab- 
lolurcly neceſſary in the Adminiſtration of 
jr. but that ſprinkling may be Lawfully 
i ſed, as I have endeavoured to prove. 

Burt they ObjeEt, firſt, T hat our Savicur 
is ſaid, when he went to be Baptized, to 
PO of rio and aftcr Baptiſm, to go up 
out of the Water, which 1mplics his being 
dipt in the Water. To which I Anſwer, 

1. Chrif's gon g to Fordan 6m logdsyny to 
Jordan, declares not his going into the Ri- 
yer, but as it is Tranſlated, to the River. 

2. His aſcent aſter Baptiſm 1s not * # 
UT, out of the Water, but Sa? % ver @ 
as from the Water, which doth not art al 


infer his being in the Water : Burt ſince the 
Rivers are in Valleys, a Perſon going to 
the River, may well be ſaid (as Chriſt is 
faid ) to go dawn to the River. And that. 
ctr trfte-place Objcted againſt us con- 
ccrning 
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Water is exprelled thus, Karibnmy a. {ÞIT* pot 
eg ve, they both went down to the 
Water ; the Prepolttion «s ſtgnitving ad, 
to, as well as into, and fo it reſpztts rather 
the Mountainous place they went down ro 
the Water-f1de from, than their going into 
the Water. And ſo Chriſts aſcent (after 
Baptiſm ) up out of the Water being iv 73 
var fighibes no more than his going up 


| from the Water-ſide. 


2. Though we grant Chriſt and the 
Eunuch did go into the Water, yet cannot 
it thence be 1nferred that they were Bap- 
tized by dipping, Wherect there is not one 
Syllable in the Text, nor any other place 
of Sacred Writ, nor any thing to favour 
ſuch an Opinion. And to deduce ſuch a 
Conſequence trom the T cxt, Chriſt and 


the Eunuch went into the Water at their 


Baprizing, therefore they were dipped or 
nges over Head and Ears, as it is ground- 


llels, ſo is a far more remote and dil-inge- 


nuous Conſequence than our molt remote 
Concluſions for Infant Baptiſm. 


G 2 To 
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renin Philip and the Eunuch, which is Acts 8. 
Tranſlated, they both went down into the 33 


\ Butthey ObxRt again, that Sr. John Bap- 04; .%2, 
ized in Eon near Salim, and the Realon john 3. 
p given, becauſe there was much Water 23 
JINCcTre. 
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To which I Anſwer, 

I. St. John's pig 10 place for Bap- 
tilm was reſpeCting the Commodioulnels 
for the new Converts, who might come 
thither, as to a place appointed for that 
purpole. 

2. | here being much Water there,made it 


a fit place for the Baptizing the Numerous 
Company of Converts reſorting thither to. 


be Baptized. 

- 3. This doth not infer their being dipt 
ard plunged in their being Baptized rhere; 
for Enon in its ſ{ignification denotcs but a 
little Fountain, and being near the River 
Fordan, 1t is {aid to have much Water by 
realon of the ſcarcity of that Elemcnr jn 


that Countrey, part of Fordan its {c]f teing. 


» 


uſually dry in Summer time, and 7:rdan 
its felt, that Famous River, was nor Na- 


vigably deep. And the Water by En:n is. 


by others accounted as a little Foord, over 
which one might ſtride or lcap; or how- 
ever not containing ſo much Wartcr as 


might fit it tro dip or plunge over Head | 
and Ears ſo many as were in tho'c days' 


Baptized. : wp 
4. The expreſſion of much Water being 
thus, mw vere, ſignifying many Waters, 
denoting the confluence of rhoſe two 
Springs or Waters, Fordan ard 7.bor, cau- 
{jag rather ſame Stream , rathcr tian {0 
much 


| 


AS 


a 
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| much as might ſuffice to dip or plunge Per- 


ſons in;for it is not may #fopnor mai vierF, 
to ſipnifie there was much Water. And 
had it been ſo expreſled, according as our 
Tranſlation renders it, yet a little Stream 
may be eſteemed much Water in that hor 
and dty Countrey, whoſe Famous River 

ordan Was not Navigable, and therefore 
it ſelf almoſt incapable of ſerving: to the 


| dipping of {o many as were Baptized. 


. Suppoſing it to be a place of much 
Water, and that it was fit tor Perſons to be 
dipt or plunged in ir, yet there being no 
mention at all of ſuch a dipping or plung- 
ing, but only that St. Fohn Baptized there, 
it can give no cojour to the Anabaptifts for 
their ; ng whom they Baptize. Nor 


| can it bededuced from thence, the force 


of their Objeftion lying in there being there 
much Water, only denotes the fitnels of 


| the place to Baptize the many Converts in, 


and gives an equal Latitude. for Baptizing 
them by pouring water on them ar the Ri- 
ver {ide, as it doth for dipping them in the 
River, for which Praftice the Anabaptits 
arc wholly deſtirure of Scriprure Precept or 
Preſident, and are therefore blame-worthy 
to Separate from our Church withour 
Cauſe, Baptiſm being rightly Adminiſtred 
by us according to that due form, on that 
fir Subje&, and after that L awful manner 
Chriſt appointed. G 4 Thus 
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Thus have I p:rformed the deſign of 


the'Text, and dilcovered the Necethty , 
Form, Subjeft, and Manner of Baprilm, 
Ic remains Laſtly, that I Anſwef thole En- 
quiries made by the Anabaptijis, as Ob- 
jections againſt things pertaining to our 
Praftice. As, 

If Infant Baptiſm was Lawful, Chriit or 
his Apoi#les would have Commanded and Pra- 


iſedit : And if Lawful, why is it not men- 


tioned in Scripture « To this I Anſwer, 

1. Chriſt is expreſly ſaid to have Bap- 
tized none, nor muſt that in Jon J. op- 
pole. this, ſo as to render it untrne; for 
Chriſt did Baptize as he Ordered his Apo- 
ſtles to do ir, and did it by them, bur in 
his own Perlun himſelf Baptized none; 
yet did Chriſt grant to Children what was 

[cater than Baptiſm, the Holy Ghoſt and 
Erermal Lite, and admits them to the Or- 
dinance of Laying on of Hands, which 
$29m, 69ers their being Baptized, as bath 

cen Jargely proved. 


2. The Conſequence is invalid, non ditto. 


ad non fattum, for St. ay acquaints us 
many things were done by Chritt and his 
Apoſtles that are not written, and ſo might 
this be PraQtiſed, though not cxpreſled. 

3. Asgreat Eſſential mattersto the Church 
of Chritare not exprefled cither by way of 
Precept or Prattice in Scriptures. T he whole 

7 Scriptures 
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Scriptures aftord not one Inſtance of a Wo- 
mans Receiving the Lords Supper, or of 
the Apoſtles themſelves being Baptized, or 
of any Children of Believers or Converts 
being at any Age Baptized , bur it ſolely 
relates the Baptilſm ot Heathens when Con- 
verted to Chriſt, or of Jews embracing 
Chriſt as their Meſſiah. But yer we be- 
lieye on good grounds that Women ought 
and may partake of the Lords Supper, 'and 
that the Apoſtles of Chriſt were Baprized, 
and that Baptiſm is as neceſſary to be Pra- 
Ciſed by , and upon the Poſterity, Scedy 
ard Children of Believers and Profethng 
Chriſtians, as it was upon the new Con- 
verted Few or Genti/e, though theſe and 
other rhings as material be not pmentio- 
ned in Scriprure, 

4. The Anabaptifts, who put this En- 
quiry to us, as if nothing ought to be done 
but what is the expre's Precept of, or Pre- 
{dent in Scripture, do themielves Prabtice 
Baprizing by Dipping, without any Scrip- 


ture Precept or Example. 


5. It wes largely Commanded in the 
Old Teſtament. that the Chiliren of Gods 
People ſhould be, and they were allo ad- 
mitted unto the Seal of the Covenant, Cir- 
cumciſion ; and Chriſt abundantly wani- 
feſts our Privitedges to be as great as theirs, 
whence, as we have proved at large, 

directly 
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Gen. 17, 


F.pheſ.2. 
3, 19. 


Heb.9.6. 4 
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_, Syllable againſt their Childrens Baptiſm, 
. but only gave Precepts for the nag 
+. Church of both Few and Gentile by Be- 


Joh. 3. 


ſeveral whole Families Baptized by the A- 
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directly follows our Childrens Right to | 


Al 

Baptiſm. xi 

6. T here needed no new Command for T 
it, Chriſt being a Saviour to Few as well as 


Gentile, and admitting both to cqual Pri- | x. 

viledges, would not, did not abrogate any | . 

of rhe Jews Priviledges they enjoyed be- 

fore his coming ; nor did Chriſt ſpeak one | * 
1 


Faith of him : And the Covenant between 
God and the ews through their Meſſiah to 
come, being un-repealed by him when 
come, {till gives the Children of the Con- 
verred Jews and Gentiles (they having | 
equal Priviledges) right to Baptiſm, which 
is warrantably PraCtiſed, nor can it be un- 
lawful, ic being againſt no Law, and lo 
not an oula. 

7. All the Spiritual and Eternal Mercies 
the Covenant of Grace contains, and Bap- 
tilm Scals, are expreſly Promiſed and ap- 
plyed in the Scriptures of the New Teſta- i 
ment to Children. 

8. It is more than probable that Chil- 
dren were Baptized, in that we Read of 


lieving in him, and being Baprizcd into the | 
( 


poltles, and that only on the account of the 
Parents or Maſters Profeſſing the Ta. 
Abr d- 


. 
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1 Abraham Believed, and he and all his, 1h- Gen. 17. 
mael and Tſaac, &c, were Circumciſed : 38s 16. 
'The Jaylor,. Lydia, Stephanas, &c. Be- AY S's 
lieved, and preſently they and their whole 1 Cor. r. 
Families and Houſholds arc Baptized; 16., 
whence we have Intant Baptitm tacitly im- 

plycd in Scripture. 

9. And Laſtly, Scripture is ſilent as to a 
Precept tor Infant Baptiſm undcr rhe New 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, becaule it was the 
PraQtice of Jews to Baptize their Prolelyres, 
both Parents and Children (as we have 
proved) though nor Sacramentally till 
Chriſts Commitlion tor it: So there needed 
not a New Command to promote an Old 
Practice , continued from Abraham's time 
ro Chritt, and no ways by him or his Apo- 
ſtles ſpoken againſt; only there needed a 
Precept and Commithon from Chriſt to 
make thoſe Baptiſma] waſhings to be a Sa- Mar. 28. 
crament of his Goſpel Church, which was 19 30. 
done by our Saviour in the words of the 
Subjz& of this Diſcourle, as appears in that 
it was not a Precepr to Adminiſter Baptiſm 
(fave onlv as to th- Genti/es) becauſe it 
was PraQtiſed upon Chriſt and by St. John Mar. z. 
on tcyeral others before this Commithion 17- 
was given, though by this Precept and 1 o 
Commitlion it became firſt a Sacrament to 3: ; 
both J-w and Gentile. And theſc Reaſons 1, a. 
may tuffice why Infant Baptiim is nor ex- 

pretly 
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| 


preſly Commanded in Scripture. And thig | 


{mall Treatiſe will prove the great Rea» 
ſons Scripture gives us to receive them to 
the Sacrament of Bapriſm, nor doth Scrip- 
ture afford any tittle againſt it. "Therefore 
ſurely it may be Lawtully PraCtiſed. 


If Children be received to Baptiſm, why 
are theynot alſo received to the Lords Supper ? 
] Anſwer, 

+I. The Children of the Jews were ad- 


mitted to Circumciſton , but not to the 


Paſſeover. 

2, Children, though capable of having 
Baptiſm Adminiſtred-to them, yet are not 
capable of Manducation, or cating Bread. 

3. Baptiſm precedes the Lords Supper, as 
Regeneration doth our growth in Grace; 
ind in a Natural ſtate, a Child is firſt Born 
before he can be Nouriſhed cxternally in 
order to his Growth. 

4- T hough Children arc capable of Bap- 
tiſm and the Sealing the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant of Gyace to them thereby, yet 
are they not capable of performing the Du- 
ties requiſite to be ACted by any Commu. 
nicant, as ſe|f-examination, and diſcerning 
the Lords Body. 

If Infants are capable of being engaged in 
Covenant with God by Baptiſm, what need 
have they of God-fathers and God-mothers ? 
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1. 1 Anſwer, The Fews had at the Circumc:fion Anſw. 
of their Children ſeveral Perſons by, as Wirneſles Godwin. 
to Teſtifie the Childs Circumciſion, and thereby its Antiq. 
Reception as a Member of Gods Church, and to res lib. 6. 
mind the Child Circumciſed when it came at Age, Buxcorf. 
of what a Covenant it was concerned in between Jud. Syn, 
God an1 1ts Soul. c. 2. þ.82, 

2. We find this Praftice Recorded in Scripture Gen. 17. 
as Witneſles. at the firſt Inſticution of Circumciſion, Ifa.8. 25. 
and afterwards continued even to the Circumciſion Luke 1. 
of St. ahn. $8. 

 3- The riſe of God-fathers and God-morhers in Platina 
the Chriſtian Church was taken from the Pradtice of m vite 
the 7ews hefore Chriſt, and was of an early Inſti- Hygini, 
rution. Eſpecially Ey2enus, Biſhop of Rome, about Tſaack- 
153 Years after Chriſt, who conſidering the fre- ſon, Chr. 
quent Perſecutions atrending the Church of Chriſt, An. 153. 
whereby the Chriſtian Parents often were taken 
away, and the Chiidren brought up in Heathen Ido- 
larry, or Jewiſh Superſtition. did Prudenrly order 
1n the Church Perſons t+ be engaged at Bayvtiſm 
with the Parents to take care of the Childs Educa» 
tion, that if the Narural Parents dyed, or were ta- 
ken away by Perſecution ; or clſe if they Apoſta- 
tizcd from the Faith, or were I:norant, and could 
not; or wicked, and wculd not bring up the Child 
m the Principles and Practice of the true Religion, 
theſe might endeavour cheir being ſo Educated, 
that Chriſtianity might be propagared, and Chil- 
dren brought up 1a the fear of God. * 

4. Nor is this contrary to Gods pleaſure, who Ephel.8. 
Commands and Commends the Parents and Friends 1» 
engaging their Chiidren 1n Covenant with him ; yea, Deut.29. 
their Faves and Servants were to be engagcd by 19, 11: 
them t2 be God: Servarts. And we fin Godly Leut.5.6 
Parcrts and Maſters Pradtifing this Duty in their Gen. 28. 
Families in their feveral Apes. t 9. 

5. Cinildren are jn the Power of the r Parents or JoIh. 24: 
Guardians to engage 12 Civi} Contradts, and to be 15- 


Invci.cd 
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Tnveſted with any Priviledge or Eſtate. Therefore 
our Churches Prudence 1s Commendable in taking 
care that with the Ch1ld Baptized there ſhoujd be 
Perſons who ſhould ſtand 1n the behalf of the Child 
engaged to God and the Church of Chriſt. 

1. As Witneſles to take notice of the Childs Res | 
ception into the Church as a Member of it, and ro 
Witneſs to the Child (the tenor of that Covenant 1t 
was engaged in) when 1t grows ap, and that rhere« | 
by it ſtands obliped to be a true Chriſtian. Andalſo 
to ſati:fie the Child that 1t hath been Baptized, and 
may proceed to other Ordinances, 

2. As Surcties to engage as wuach as in them lies, 
to ſee. the Child brought up Vertuouſly, to lead a 
Godly and a Chriſtian Life in Principle and Prattice, , 

3. As God-fathers and God-mothers, to engage 
themſelves as it vere to Gcd, and for his (lake and 
cauſe, to endeavour his Religion may be promoted 
in the Pious Education of thoſe Children, that the 
ſucceeding Age as well as the preſent may ſerve him. |! 

6. Sureties, God-fathers and God-mothers are 
now as neceſſary as ever, for though through Gods | 
gocdneſs we are not under Perſecution for the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, yet the fad Schiſms and Diviſions amongſt 
us in Princip!es.and the Jamentable Debauchery and | 
Profanenets in Practice of Profeliing Chriſtians plead: 
It neceſſary ro retain this Commendable Order of 
our Church; and they call aloud on all who ſtand 
thus engaged to God and the Church for any Child 
| . or Perſons Education,thart they ſpeedily and diligent= | 
A ly labour after a diſcharge of their Durtes 1n a dili- 
gent endeavour that thoſe they ate engaged for may 
he reclatmed from Impiety ro Holineſs,and reduced 
from Error and Heretic to the true Faith, For the 
negte& of thoſe who are thus engaged renders the 
Order ( though it be in it ſelf fo good ) to be ac- 
counted as a meer Ceremony, and as a burdenſome 
Circumſtance, rather to be laid aſide chan continued, | 


But were the Pc;{ons engaged for Children thus, 
; Conſcicte 
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Conſcientious in the diſcharge of thar great Truſt 
they haye undertaken, the great good that would 
thence flow to the Church of Chriſt, would make 
even its Enemies to be in Loye with this Order and 
Conſtitution. 
Are Infants Ob/iged to perform that Covenant wherein Enq. 4. 
they were by Baptiſm engaged, ſince it was not their att, 
but the a rf other Perſons in their behalf, to which 
they gave no Conſent. 
T Anſwer. Yes, They are obliged to perform it, Anſw. 
and that for theſe Reaſons. 
1. Nothing was then engaged but what 15 Chri- 
ſtian and Reaſonable ro be done. If we would be | Per 
| Happy, we muſt be Holy, which is the ſum of thar , 5" 
{ Covenant then enired; for Holineſs will engage our Tit. 
Mortifying the Fleſh, Crucifying the World, and Re- /'* 2* 
nouncing the Devil and all his Works : S6 that theſe " oe 
{ Duties of our Bapriſmal Vow are Commanded by ? OY 
| God in Scripture, as well as their obſervance is en- robs 
eaged by us in Baptiſm. EE | 5 
2. Every one hath care of his own Soul.and there- © 
fore what was in our Childhood cngaged for wo 


and every of us, when we come to Years of vy#* ® Tim. 2, 
ſtanding, and retain. the Chriſtian Religion, are &@» T5. 
liged to yi ; and we ought to endeavour jt, if Tit 2- 
we expe <alvarion, nothing being promiſed but 14+ 
what our Religion obligeth to, A ceaſing from ſin, 
and a living the Life of Gallineſs., And here, how 
may the defires of all Chriſhans be for the Chriſtian 
Pra&ice of that Solemn Ordinance of Confirmation 
of Perſons of Ripe Years, That they being in- 
ſtrued in rhe Vow of Baptiſm engaged in ih<ir 
Childhood, may Publickly 1n the Congregation own 
that Religion they were Eaptized into, and be So- 
lemnly in their own Perſons engaged to the perfor- 
_ of 1t. This certain'y would much diſ-engage 
the engaged God-fathers and Morhers, and much 
O»lige the Carecheumen ro abſtain from all fin, ard 
to pcrform all Duties, when as every Perſon in clie 
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Congregation 1s a feveral Witneſs of his Solemn Eti* | 
- gagement, it wil} ſhame him our of Sin, nor will he. - 
dare wilfully to-aQ contrary to the Goſpel-Rulces. Burt * 
3. A Child 15s frequently obliged in Civil Con- ; 
tra&s ro-perform what the Parent or Guardian en« | 
d for it; a& in a Bond, Leaſe, or the like, or © 
elſe he is [yable to the Law, and debarred from re- * 
ceiving, any Profit or Advantage by any ſuch Con» * 
. tra&t made for him. So in $Spirituals, The Child ; 
. Is doubtleſs engaged by the Cuvenart made in his 
Name and behalf 1n Baptiſm, to be Holy, or elſe he 
wilt be deprived of the Benefits of this Govenanc, | 
which is Etcrnal Happine(s, and be expoſed to the ©! 
Law avd Curſe of God ; for as the Commands of 
God obliging the Parents to engage their Children 
zn Covenant with-God, are not 1mpertinent, So, 4 
fince rhe Duries they were then cnyaged in are but * 
what God by Precept to the Children when at Age # 
\ expects from them: Th: ir non-performance of that * 
» Covenant, incurs Gods Anger, and Forfeits Heaven 
« and Happincls. | 
Mw 27 It chey Labour not to perform the Duties of -. 
© * Wh Covenanr, which 15 their Reaſonable Serv ce. | 
heir Parents and Friends Care for the engaging + 
them in Covenant with God, and their devoring of * 
them to God, and cheir Lahour in Educating them 
in.crue Chritianity, will Witneſs againſt cthein, age 
gravate their Sin, and add to cheir Tormenc. 
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